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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Welcome to this Annual Report which I hope you
will find informative. I start off by thanking my
fellow parish councillors for having re-elected me
as Chairman in May 2014, and for their continuing
support. I also express my thanks to Matthew
Theobald for his support as Vice-Chairman.
The most exciting news this year is that in March
2015, the Council was informed that Eric Pickles,
Secretary of State, had dismissed the appeal by
Muller Property Group. The company had
appealed a decision in respect of one of its
planning applications for development on land off
Audlem Road/Broad Lane, and also the nondetermination of a second application for land off
Peter de Stapleigh Way.
We are aware that the Property Group has now

made application for judicial review, but as this is
a review of the lawfulness of the decision, rather
than the merits of the decision, we are hopeful
that the outcome will be that all procedures were
followed correctly.
I would also like to place on record my thanks to
Johnsons of Nantwich which has, for several years,
printed the Parish Newsletters to a very high
standard and at a concessionary rate.
My thanks would be incomplete if I failed to
acknowledge the valuable contribution from Carol
Jones, our Clerk, whose knowledge and expertise
ably supports the Parish Council. She is dedicated
and conscientious and works ‘above and beyond
the call of duty’ on many occasions, and I’m sure
my fellow councillors will echo this sentiment.
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COMMUNITY HALL
We had a slow start with the community hall but it is now used
every day of the week, with most use being either keep-fit or
children’s/babies’ activities.
The hire rate is £12 per hour with no concessions. However, each
user has a free half hour set-up before their event, and a free half
hour clear-down time at the conclusion.
The Parish Council does not make a profit on the hall, but the
subsidy in 2014-2015 was only £4,260 which is much less than was
expected. Members feel that the Council should continue to
subsidise the hall as a community asset. In time, as it becomes betterused, we hope to break-even. In the event of there being a surplus,
this will be ploughed back into the hall itself.
Unfortunately, there are still incidences of vandalism and although
guttering and down-pipes have been removed, these are not to be
replaced until after perimeter fencing has been installed, which we
expect to be during the summer.
These are the current regular user activities.
Mon 9.30 - 2.30 pm
Baby Sensory
Tues 6.00 - 7.00 pm
Aerobics
7.30 - 8.30 pm
Metafit
Wed 10.00 - 1.00 am
Metafit
7.30 - 8.30 pm
Yoga
Thurs 9.30 - 11.30 am French lessons for young children
1.00 - 2.30 pm
Yoga
6.00 - 8.00 pm
Scouts
Fri
11.15 - 12.15 pm Babies’ activities
6.00 - 7.00 pm
Fitness class
7.30 - 8.30 pm
Metafit
Sat
9.00 - 10.00 am Babies’ activities
1.00 - 4.00 pm
Young Embroiderers
Sun
10 am - 4.30 pm
Monthly yoga retreat
E-mail for bookings is: hallbookings@stapeleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

CHESHIRE EAST BOROUGH COUNCILLORS
Our partnership with Cheshire East Council continues and the two
Borough Councillors, Peter Groves and Andrew Martin
(representing Nantwich South and Stapeley) have been of
considerable help during the past year.

COMMUNICATION (NEWSLETTERS)
Although we aim to publish a newsletter four times a year, this has
been limited this year to publication in autumn 2014 and again in
spring 2015. In view of the importance of the Neighbourhood Plan,
we have focused on the special-edition newsletters to provide
information to residents about progress.
As part of the Neighbourhood Plan process we have set up a
dedicated website ‘www.stapeley.org.uk’ and there is a link to it from
the Parish Council website.
There is also a Twitter account (Neighbourhood Plan only); the
Council is considering setting up a similar account for the Parish
Council itself. This will be decided at the May 2015 Annual Meeting.

WEBSITE
The Parish Council’s website contains agendas, financial and other
reports, newsletters, Freedom of Information Publication Scheme
etc.
Members keep the website under regular review to ensure that it
meets residents’ requirements and is easy to access and navigate.
Please let us have your views about the website and any suggestions
for improvement.
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ELECTIONS – 7 MAY 2015
Keith Lawrence, who has been a parish councillor for several years,
decided not to re-stand at the elections in May. We wish him well
and thank him for his valuable contribution to the work of the
Council.
There are ten seats on the Parish Council (9 for Stapeley and 1 for
Batherton). At the time of writing, there are three vacancies
remaining, but we expect to be able to co-opt to two of those at the
Annual Council meeting.

FINANCIAL REPORT
In December 2014, the Parish Council considered the
recommendations of the Finance Committee and agreed a budget
of £68,850 for the financial year which commenced on 1 April 2015.
Owing to significant underspends, the Council requested a precept
of only £18,000 from Cheshire East Council for the forward year.
The Council tends to adopt a zero-based approach when
considering its budget so that Members can be assured that each
item of expenditure is justified and has a realistic prospect of coming
to fruition during the financial year.
The accounts for 2014-2015 have now been finalised and are
currently being audited. Unaudited accounts will be available at the
Parish Meeting and the Annual Council meeting, both to be held on
21 May 2015.

WHAT IS A PRECEPT?
A local council receives the majority of its funding from an annual
charge, called the precept, and this is requested from the Borough
Council and then re-charged to local electors through their Council
Tax bill. The Parish Council also receives income from community
hall lettings and this income is factored into the financial projections.
Recent precept requests:
2011-2012 £40,000
2013-2014 £25,800
2012-2013 £17,000
2014-2015 £35,000
The key areas of spend for 2015-2016 are:
Item
£
Clerk’s salary
10,660
The Council has one employee: The Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer
who also manages the Community Hall (15 hours per week)
Employer’s NI contribution
300
Administration (eg, payroll service)
900
Printing/delivery of newsletters
1,000
Insurance/Audit
850
Cheshire Association of Local Councils - affiliation fee
720
Room Hire
530
Neighbourhood Plan
6,650
The Council has applied for a grant of £8,000 to offset this cost.
Street Lighting (for Parish Council-owned street lights)
1,100
Parish Councillors’ expenses
470
Grounds maintenance (includes land at Talbot Way)
3,000
Grants
2,200
The grant to Stapeley Scouts was part-funded from this amount (see below).
Purchase of defibrillator
1,500
Speed Watch - downloading of data and movement of units around the parish. 2,250
Repairs to equipment
700
Website – renewal of hosting/support contract
2,400
Community Hall – overheads including:
25,400
Legal advice (on-going)
Ring-fenced funding for future maintenance
Cleaning  Energy costs  Perimeter fencing
Industrial waste bin (outside hall) ‘Stapeley Community Hall’ sign
Shelter - to be located adjacent to MUGA
5,000
Unallocated reserves
3,000
TOTAL
68,630

GRANTS
The Parish Council made only one grant in 2014-2015 and that was to
Stapeley Beaver Scouts. The application was for equipment to provide
a better camping experience for the children in the Scout Group.
A District Camp is held every 2 years at Milldale in the Peak District,
organised by the District Scout Council. Although the Stapeley Scout
Group has been able to borrow some equipment from parents, the
group has grown in size and the equipment needed (shelter tents for
group dining and activities, seating, durable lanterns, large foodpreparation tables etc.) cannot be provided by the parents.

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
The Parish Council owns two parcels of land on Talbot Way; a lawned
area and a conservation area. Greenspaces South Cheshire carries out
the work on the conservation area, and Jof’s Mowing maintains the
lawned area. Jof’s Mowing also undertakes other maintenance work
within the parish including tidying up of the area surrounding the
community hall.

MEETINGS
The Parish Council meets monthly, on the third Monday. Meetings are
now held in Stapeley Community Hall and commence at 7.30 pm.
The calendar for 2015-2016 is to be approved at the Parish Council
meeting on 21 May 2015. Dates proposed are:
15 June
14 December (second Monday)
20 July
18 January 2016
17 August
15 February
21 September
21 March
19 October
18 April
16 November
16 May
At each meeting, members of the public have an opportunity either
to ask a question or address the Council during Public Question
Time. This can be in respect of any item on the agenda, or any other
Parish Council business.

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
In February 2014, the Parish Council made a decision to prepare a
Neighbourhood Plan for the parish area which comprises both Stapeley
and Batherton parishes.
A small working group of councillors carried out preparatory work
and the first consultation exercise was undertaken at a Parish Meeting
held on 29 September 2014.The residents at that meeting unanimously
supported the Council’s proposal to prepare a Plan.
In October 2014, the Council set up a Steering Group which
comprised parish councillors John Davenport, Peter Groves, Jo Hillman,
Martin Malbon and Matthew Theobald, together with volunteers Pat
Cullen,Val Ingram, Andrew Cliffe (Head Teacher at Brine Leas School),
Mary Hennessy-Jones (Head Teacher at Pear Tree School) and Sue
Pritchard, representing business interests in the parish.
The second consultation exercise was carried out in early March 2015
by way of delivery of 3,500 questionnaires to each household in the
parish. Over 450 were returned which is a response rate of 13%. The
responses are still being analysed. The analysis will take into account
whether those who responded are representative of the parish as a
whole to ensure that the results are not biased by a particular
demographic group.We will, of course, publish the results as part of the
on-going consultation with the community.
The Steering Group will be reporting progress periodically at speciallyarranged Parish Meetings and also monthly to the Parish Council
meetings.
Although the original timescale was to complete by September 2015,
this target is likely to slip slightly, partly attributed to the fact that at
referendum stage, the Borough Council will be co-ordinating a number
of referenda across the whole of the borough, to reduce costs to
Council-tax payers.

The next stage is the pre-submission consultation. Part of the approval
process for a Neighbourhood Plan is that it must be sent to all
recognised bodies whose interests may be affected by the Plan.
Statutory organisations such as Cheshire East Highways, United
Utilities, the local NHS Trust etc. as well as voluntary organisations and
town and parish councils in the immediate area, all have a period of six
weeks within which to comment on the Plan. Residents too will be
able to comment during this period.
Once we reach Draft Plan stage (in the not-too-distant future) this will
have status as an Emerging Plan and the document becomes officially
recognised. As such, it can be taken into account by Cheshire East
Council when any new development applications are made, and there
are many examples where Emerging Plans have successfully been used
to prevent inappropriate development.

PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Councils and Parish Meetings work towards improving
community well-being. The Parish Council plays a vital role in
representing local issues and helping to improve the quality of life for
residents. It provides the opportunity for people to influence decisions
which touch their lives. This has been proven by the Council’s
involvement in the Public Inquiry in February 2014 (Muller Group
Homes). Although the Council was only a consultee, Members
participated fully in the Inquiry process. The original plan to be
represented by Counsel did not come to fruition for legal reasons, but
one of the parish councillors attended the Inquiry and spoke on behalf
of the Council; in addition, local groups and residents also attended
and spoke against the development proposal.
Some of the parish councillors have special interests and have taken the
initiative to lead on certain projects; for example, Mike Docker and
Keith Nord (Speed Watch); Jo Hillman (Website).
And….there are five parish councillors who have shown a keen interest
in the Neighbourhood Plan, working tirelessly to achieve a high quality
Plan at the end of the process. All have business and family
commitments in addition to this task, and they are to be congratulated
on their sterling efforts (not forgetting the volunteer members of the
Group).
Those listed below were returned unopposed at the elections on
7 May 2015.
Sandy Gwinn-Freemantle . . . . .01270 619505
Shaun Clough . . . . . . . . . . . . . .01270 629987
John Davenport . . . . . . . . . . . . .01270 618971
Mike Docker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .01270 619855
Jo Hillman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .07766 652 011
Martin Malbon . . . . . . . . . . . . .07714 764 558
Matthew Theobald . . . . . . . . . .07941 495 786
Parish Councillors can also be contacted by e-mail using the style:
firstname.surname@stapeleyparishcouncil.gov.uk.

PARISH COUNCIL INFORMATION
(www.stapeleyparishcouncil.gov.uk) AND two notice-boards located
at:
(1) outside Stapeley Broad Lane Academy; and
(2) outside the Co-Op Store on the Cronkinson shopping parade.
The agendas for each meeting are displayed on the notice-boards (and
the website) at least three clear days before the meeting. For minutes
and other information, please visit the Parish Council website, or
contact the Clerk for details.
The Parish Council has a Freedom of Information Publication Scheme
in place and most of the information to which members of the public
are entitled, is already on the website.
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PARISH PLAN
It is the job of the Parish Plan Implementation Group (Stapeley Parish
Action Group – ‘SPAG’) to put into effect all those plans which have
been identified in the Parish Plan as being important to the
community.
The Group was formed in 2008 and is completely separate from the
Parish Council, although there are two seats on SPAG for parish
councillors. As parish councillors are now focused on the preparation
of a Neighbourhood Plan there is currently only one Member who is
available to attend the SPAG meetings. However, as noted earlier, both
Noel Wagstaff and Val Ingram (members of SPAG) are also members
of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and this enables our two
organisations to work together for the benefit of the community.

BOROUGH COUNCIL SERVICES
For information and help regarding the following services please call
the appropriate department.These numbers are accurate at the time
of publication.
Cheshire East Borough Council www.cheshireeast.gov.uk
Main Switchboard No. 0300 123 5500
Buses and Bus Passes
0300 123 5020
Council tax, business rates and housing benefits
0300 123 5013
Electoral registration
0300 123 5016
Environmental Health and Trading Standards
0300 123 5015
Fly-tipping
0300 123 550
Local number
01270 537864
Planning and Building Control
0300 123 5014
Planning Enforcement
0300 123 5014
Planning Applications
01270 685893
Pot-holes and other highway maintenance
07702 220 109
Waste and Recycling
0300 123 5011
Local number
01270 537817
SCHOOLS
Pear Tree Primary(Head Teacher: Mary Hennessy-Jones)
685155
Stapeley Broad Lane Academy (Head Teacher: Ian Shackleton)
685020

PARTNERSHIPS
The Parish Council works in partnership with Cheshire East Council,
the local Police through the Police Cluster meetings, Stapeley Parish
Action Group and the Cheshire Association of Local Councils
(ChALC).
Each year, the Council appoints representatives to attend the Police
Cluster and the ChALC meetings and also renews the appointment
of John Davenport as the Council’s representative on SPAG.
The Police Cluster meetings were set up several years ago and there
are approximately 10 Parish Councils in each cluster. The purpose of
the meetings is for the Police to hear from the parishes about their
various concerns and priorities, and for the Police to report on their
own priorities.
ChALC is an independent body serving the needs of Parish and Town
Councils (Local Councils) and representing their interests across
Cheshire, providing advice, representation, networking opportunities
and support to member councils.

PLANNING
One of the main consultative roles of parish councils, and of great
importance, is to comment on local planning applications which may
have a positive or detrimental impact on the community.
The broad aim of the Parish Council, in terms of planning is to keep
Stapeley and Batherton a pleasant place to live, avoiding inappropriate
development. As noted earlier, the Neighbourhood Plan will be of
great benefit in achieving this aim.
Unless a planning application is ‘major’, ie over 10 dwellings, paper
copies are no longer provided to the Parish Council; these are now
viewed on-line at www.cheshireeast.gov.uk.
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POLICE
Although crime is relatively low in Stapeley parish, PCSO Nick Jarvis
offers general advice to people to be vigilant and take whatever
steps are necessary to prevent crime. Simple things like checking
the door is locked, not leaving windows open, especially during the
summer, and ensuring that garden sheds are locked, all help to stop
the opportunist thief.
If you see something out of place, you can either telephone the
emergency line (999) if it is a genuine emergency, or telephone 101.
Nick can be contacted by voice-mail at
0845 458 5378, or by e-mail
Nicholas.jarvis@cheshire.pnn.police.uk
Social media is a great way to keep in touch with your local policing
team; sign up to the Twitter account ‘Nantwich NPU’ and also
consider joining ‘Cheshire Police Alert’ a new system where you can
register online.
Avoiding scams:
• Be sceptical
• Know who you are dealing with
• Protect your financial information
• Take your time to consider what is being proposed
If you want assistance to find out if you are potentially being
scammed, contact Consumer Direct on 08454 0405 06.
If you want to reduce junk, contact:
Mailings: 0845 73 4599 or www.mpson-line.org.uk (Registration
is free)
Telephone Calls 0845 070 0707 or www.tpsonline.org.uk
(Registration is free)
You can also contact your own telephone company to block
callers who withhold their number.
Text/SMS – 0845 070 0707 or www.tpsonline.org.uk
If you then receive a message you do not want, you can reply with
the word ‘STOP’
E-mail: if you would like advice, go to www.getsafeonline.org

CLOSING REMARKS FROM THE CHAIRMAN
I would urge everyone in the parish to become involved in the
community. Tell us what you want and we will work with you to try
to resolve problems and provide new services, if we can.
It is heartening to see that the community is very involved in the
Neighbourhood Plan process and we want to build on this.
Please try to attend our meetings if you have the opportunity. Don’t
wait for controversial planning applications to appear on the agenda!
The most important part of the planning cycle is the work that goes
on before a Local Plan is finalised.

Chairman of the Parish Council – 11 May 2015

Note: The terms ‘councillor’, ‘parish councillor’ and
‘member’ have been used interchangeably throughout
the document; all terms apply to parish councillors.

