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PRESENT:  Councillor S Gwinn-Freemantle Chairman 
Councillor R Samra  Vice-Chairman 

     

     Councillor M Docker  Councillor M Galt 
Councillor J Hillman  Councillor R Morton 
Councillor K Nord  

 

  IN ATTENDANCE:  Councillor P Groves  Cheshire East Council 
Councillor A Martin  Cheshire East Council 
James Wood    Candidate for co-option  

 
 

147 BUDGET PROPOSALS – 2012-2013 
 

 The Parish Council had invited local residents (those who were registered electors) to 
comment on the budget proposals for 2012-2013.   

 

It was noted that the Parish Council had given initial consideration to its proposals at a special 
meeting held on 17 November. Those proposals (copies of which were tabled at the meeting) 
amounted to £67,060. 
 

This was an opportunity for members of the public to comment on the proposals presented 
and to make suggestions for amendment. 
 
The only member of the public in attendance declined to comment on the proposals.  
 
The Parish Council would finalise its budget on 5 January 2012.   
 
Brief reference was made to the budget proposals and the following amendment was made:  
 
Line 27A  Playground To be reduced to £1,300 
 
Arising out of discussion of this item, the Clerk was asked to prepare a letter of commitment to 
be issued to WREN as confirmation of the Parish Council’s third-party funding to this scheme.  
It was noted that this would only be required if the remainder of the funding for the scheme 
was secured.  
 

148 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Members were invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interest which they had in any 
item of business on the agenda, the nature of that interest, and, if necessary, to leave the 
meeting prior to the discussion of that item. 
 
No declarations were made.  
 

149 MINUTES [3 NOVEMBER AND 17 NOVEMBER 2011] 
 

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meetings held on 3 November and 17 November 2011 
be approved as correct records.  
 

150 MATTERS ARISING  
 

150.1 “Dog stencilling” 
 

It was reported that Cheshire East Council’s community team would be able to stencil 
footways in the parish as an encouragement to dog-owners to bag dog faeces and take them 
home.  The total cost to the Parish Council would be £80 (approx.) for the paint. 
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RESOLVED:  (a) That Cheshire East Council be asked to proceed with the “dog stencilling” 
as outlined; and  
 
(b) That the Parish Council agree to fund the cost of the paint for the project. 

 
151 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  
 

In accordance with the Parish Council’s Standing Orders, members of the public were able to 
ask questions or address the Parish Council on any other matter. 
 

A member of the public asked questions in respect of the questionnaire issued by Stapeley 
Parish Action Group (the Parish Plan Implementation Group) and the site at Stapeley Water 
Gardens.  Responses were provided as appropriate.  

 
152 CO-OPTION 
 

 Mr James Wood, a candidate for co-option to the Parish Council, was in attendance.  He 
briefly addressed the Parish Council follow which it was – 

 

RESOLVED:  That James Wood be co-opted onto the Parish Council. 
 

(Note:  Mr Wood signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office and undertaking to abide by 
the Code of Conduct, following which he participated fully in the meeting.) 

 
153 CHESHIRE EAST BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS  
 

 Borough Councillors Groves and Martin reported on Cheshire East matters of interest.  
 
154 LAND AT TALBOT WAY 
 

 154.1 Councillor Rob Morton reported on his inspection of the land at Talbot Way. 
 

154.2 Tree:  Talbot Way 
 

The Clerk reported that a resident of Talbot Way had contacted her and claimed that there 
was a tall tree in close proximity to his dwelling. He was of the view that the tree was unstable 
and in high winds, the tree could fall on his house, causing damage.  
 

The Clerk agreed to meet the resident on site and discuss the situation, reporting back to the 
Parish Council.  

 
155 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

 RESOLVED: That the following payments be authorised:  
 
 £73.80  HM Revenue and Customs – tax on the Clerk’s salary for Month 9 (month 

  ended 5 January 2012).  
 

 £372.00 Audit Commission – audit of accounts 2010-2011  
   (£310 + £62 vat) 
 

 £32.60  Cheshire East Council – hire of school premises – 6 October 2011  
   Parish Council meeting at Pear Tree School  
 

 £31.46  Mrs C M Jones – purchase of various items of stationery 
 

 £52.65  Councillor M Docker – travel expenses 
- Police Cluster meeting – Hough 17.Oct.11 
- ChALC AGM – 20.Oct.11 
- Town and Parish Councils Conference – 24.Nov.11 

 

£500  Nancy Trott] Broad Lane Primary School Arts Project 
£500  Jane Nixon ] payment to the artists who had designed the wall-hanging 
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156 CAROL SERVICE 
 

 The Parish Council was invited to consider arranging a Carol Service to be held on 21 
December on the Cronkinson Pub site (outside) between 6.30 pm and 7.30 pm. 

 

 Arrangements were agreed as follows: 
 

 Mulled wine/mince pies/spiced fruit juice to be served. 

 Nantwich and District Concert Band fee £150 

 The Cronkinson Pub would serve refreshments but the Parish Council would need to  
 purchase all ingredients. 

 
 Actions for parish councillors were agreed as follows: 
 

Maxine Galt purchase mince pies/sausage rolls on a sale-or-return basis 
from ALDI 

Mike Docker  Collation of Carols and printing of service sheets 
Sandy Gwinn-Freemantle Arrange for a Master of Ceremonies to lead the service. 
 
The Clerk would arrange for posters to be displayed on the notice-boards, the website and in 
the pub, and issue to the Nantwich Blog, Nantwich Chronicle, Love Nantwich and Red Shift 
Radio.  

 

 RESOLVED:  (a) That a Carol Service be arranged, as detailed above; and  
 

 (b) That costs up to a maximum of £500 be authorised.  
 
 [Note:  Borough Councillors Peter Groves and Andrew Martin withdrew from the meeting at 

this point in the proceedings.] 
 
157 PLANNING 
 

 There were no planning applications for consultation.  
 
158 POLICE MATTERS 
 

  There had been no recent Police Cluster meetings on which to report.  
 
159 NEWSLETTER 
 

  159.1 A copy of the newsletter was tabled at the meeting.  Copies were now available for 
distribution and would be delivered on or around the 19 December.  
 

  159.2 Advertising 
 

At the previous meeting, a Member asked about the possibility of local businesses being able 
to advertise in the newsletter for a fee.  Johnsons the Printers, which sponsored the 
newsletter, had been asked if it would permit this and what fee would be charged.  
 

Johnsons had now advised that if the Parish Council were to sell advertising space in the 
newsletter, it would be required to pay the full cost of the newsletter (£460) which was £340 
additional to the sponsored cost.  At present, Johnsons was only charging for the paper and 
not for the design time and printing. 
 

 Members were asked to consider this taking into account a number of matters.  Following a 
full discussion, it was agreed that no action be taken at the present time, but that the matter 
be reviewed in 12 months’ time. 

 
160 COMMUNITY HALL UPDATE 
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160.1 Although Cheshire East Council had not yet responded to the Parish Council’s Legal 
Adviser in respect of suggested amendments to the lease, the Council had asked if it could 
have an early copy of the proposed hiring agreement.  A condition, as set out in the lease, 
was that the hiring agreement must be approved by CEC prior to the Parish Council taking 
occupation of the hall.  
 

There was no proposed hiring agreement available at the meeting. This item would be 
scheduled for discussion at the next meeting.  

 
  160.2 General Update 
 

  The Clerk was asked to write to the Legal Advisers expressing the Parish Council’s frustration 
at the Borough Council’s protracted delay in finalising the lease.  
 

161 REVIEW OF WEBSITE 
 

  Councillors Samra and Hillman reported briefly on progress on their review of the website.  
Members were asked to visit the site and provide feedback.  One of the suggestions made 
was that the current logo was now out-moded and it would be more appropriate for a logo to 
be designed which was iconic and more representative of the parish.  

 
162 SPEED WATCH SCHEME  
 

  The Parish Council was asked to consider a quotation from TWM Traffic Management 
 Systems for provision of the following equipment: 

 

 1 additional SDU2000 display   

 additional solar panels [number to be advised] 

 2 additional battery packs. (The Parish Council owned 2 battery packs and it 
was understood that these would be suitable for permanent fitting with the 
solar panels.) 
 

RESOLVED:  (a) That the quotation be accepted, in principle, up to a maximum of £6,500; 
 

(b) That Councillors Docker and Nord review the quotation and confirm to the Clerk the details 
of the equipment to be ordered; and  
 

(c) That the Clerk be authorised to place the order with TWM Traffic Management Systems.   
   

163 PLAYGROUND UPDATE 
 

 Councillor Morton reported on the official opening of Phase II of the playground on 11 
November 2011. Ben Miller (Actor) had performed the opening ceremony.  The Parish 
Council recorded its thanks to SPAG for its work in bringing this project to fruition.  

  
164 UPDATE ON PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP  
 [STAPELEY PARISH ACTION GROUP – SPAG] 
 

 There were no matters to report.  
 

165 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The Clerk reported receipt of the following correspondence.  
 

 Cheshire East Council correspondence: 
(i) Nantwich Christmas Events 
(ii) Nantwich LAP Rural Transport Group  
(iii) Christmas Recycling Roadshows – advice and information offered 

 Cheshire Association of Local Councils correspondence  
(i) Newsletter 
(ii) Consultation on the Technical Reform of Council Tax 
(iii) Ordnance Survey Local Councils Survey 
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(iv) E-bulletin 
 

(v) Update on Localism Bill  
(vi) Rural Issues Summary Document Consultation  

 
166 SHARED ITEMS 
 

 Parish Councillors were able to share information or request the inclusion of items on the 
agenda for the next meeting.  

 

Councillor Docker reported on the Town and Parish Councils Conference held on 24 
November 2011.  

 
167 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (10 MINUTES)  
 

This was a second opportunity for members of the public to ask questions.  A member of the 
public in attendance commented that the 40 mph roundels on London Road were faded.  
 

168 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 

 5 January 2012 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………Chairman  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm and concluded at 9.55 pm 


