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PRESENT:  Councillor S Gwinn-Freemantle Chairman 
   Councillor R Samra  Vice-Chairman 
     

   Councillor M Galt  Councillor J Hillman   
Councillor J Wood 

 

IN ATTENDANCE:  Councillor P Groves  Cheshire East Council 
   Councillor A Martin  Cheshire East Council 
     

APOLOGIES: Councillors M Docker and K Nord 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

208 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Members were invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interest which they had in any 
item of business on the agenda, the nature of that interest, and, if necessary, to leave the 
meeting prior to the discussion of that item.  
 

Councillor Gwinn-Freemantle declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Planning 
Application No. 12/0630N on the basis that she was a member of the Stapeley Broad Lane 
Governing Body (the applicant).  Councillor Samra declared a personal interest in the same 
application on the basis that her daughter attended the school. 
 

No other declarations were made.  
 

209 MINUTES – 1 MARCH 2012 
 

 RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 1 March 2012 be approved as a 
correct record subject to a correction to the venue in which the meeting was held; viz.  “Pear 
Tree School” not “Broad Lane Methodist Chapel”. 

 
210 MATTERS ARISING  
 

(a) Publicity for Parish Council Meetings 
 

It was noted that the following had been added to the distribution list for Parish Council 
agendas:  
 

Crewe Chronicle, Nantwich Chronicle, Crewe Blog, Nantwich Blog, Red Shift Radio,  
BBC Radio Stoke, Signal Radio, Guardian Series.  
 

 Electronic publicity for Parish Council meetings was now as follows: 
 

 The website 

 Local press 

 Borough Councillors 
 

 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STAPELEY & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT PEAR TREE SCHOOL, PEAR TREE FIELD, STAPELEY  

ON 1 MARCH 2012  

Note:  Prior to commencement of the meeting, David Wilson Homes made a presentation in respect of 
its proposed development of the former Stapeley Water Gardens’ site.  It was noted that the company 
had been granted outline permission for the development and the representatives reported that they 
expected to be submitting the detailed application to the Local Planning Authority in the next few 
weeks with the intention of build being started as soon as practicable to enable first occupations to be 
achieved by 2013. 
 
Parish Councils and members of the public were able to ask questions of the representatives.  
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 In addition, a calendar of meetings was displayed in each of the two notice-boards, and the 
agendas were displayed three clear days before the meeting. 
 
Each Parish Newsletter contained a 12-month calendar of meetings.  
 
(b) Website 

 

Councillor Hillman reported that progress was being made on review of the website and a 
report would be submitted to a later meeting.  
 
(c) Landscaping of land at junction of Pear Tree Field with Peter de Stapleigh Way 

 
Although not minuted, the Clerk had been asked to enquire of Cheshire East Council if it 
proposed landscaping/”tidying-up” of land on the South side of Peter de Stapleigh Way at its 
junction with Pear Tree Field.  The Clerk had not yet written to CEC and was asked to take 
action.  

 
211 CHESHIRE EAST BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS  
 

 Borough Councillors Groves and Martin reported on matters of interest to the Parish Council.  
 
 [Note:  Councillors Groves and Martin withdrew from the meeting at this point in the 

proceedings.] 
 
212 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 

In accordance with the Parish Council’s Standing Order No.1, members of the public were 
able to submit a question, either in writing prior to the meeting, or orally at the meeting.  
 

The following issues were raised and the Clerk was asked to take action as appropriate. 
 

 Hedge-cutting – Woodlands/London Road 
 

Hedging required cutting back. 
 
 Removal of speed display unit (London Road)  

 
Enquiry into the relocation of the speed display unit from London Road to Broad 
Lane.  A letter explaining the rationale of its relocation would be provided to the 
questioner. 

  
 Detritus on footway between Wybunbury Lane and First Dig Lane (A51) 
 

213 POLICE MATTERS 
 

 In the absence of Police representatives, the Parish Council proceeded to its next business. 
 

214 CASUAL VACANCY 
 

 It was reported that Mr Rob Morton had resigned as parish councillor, with effect from 8 
February.  The vacancy was a casual vacancy and the Elections Office at Cheshire East 
Borough Council had been notified. 

 

 A notice advertising the vacancy had been published.  If no election was called, the Parish 
Council would be able to co-opt to the vacancy. There were currently three vacancies.  

 
215 LAND AT TALBOT WAY 
 

 In view of the resignation of Councillor Rob Morton, the Parish Council was asked to 
nominate a Member who could carry out a monthly inspection of the land and maintain a 
written record of the inspection, reporting to the Parish Council.   
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 RESOLVED: That Councillor J Hillman conduct the monthly inspections of Talbot Way. 
 
216 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME [REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS] 
 

 This item had been requested by Councillor J Hillman.  
 

The Parish Council’s Standing Orders had been reviewed and adopted in September 2011. At 
the previous meeting (2 February 2012), the Parish Council agreed to a review of Standing 
Order No.1 which covered public question time following requests “from the floor” during 
Public Question Time. The Member who raised the issue considered that the Standing Order 
could be amended to make this period an “Open Forum” which would allow a free debate 
involving all parties, including members of the public. One of the reasons for suggesting this 
had been in the interests of community engagement.   
 

The Parish Council was invited to consider the Clerk’s report which explained the current 
situation within the legal framework and outlined the implications of an Open Forum option at 
each meeting.  
 
Guidance from the Cheshire Association of Local Councils had been sought and reference 
was also made to the NALC Guidance Note on Community Engagement. It was noted from 
the report that the Cheshire Association of Local Councils had commented that the Parish 
Council’s website was a good example of a Parish Council engaging with its community, and 
had also said that the website was “interesting and informative and provided a means for local 
residents to make contact direct with parish councillors”. 

 
 The report suggested an alternative option to the “Open Forum” and that was public debates, 
possibly held quarterly, to be held at Pear Tree School which was a larger venue than the 
Chapel, the current venue for Parish Council meetings. There could be a specific topic for 
each debate, or it could be operated as an open forum. The timing of the debates could be 
linked to the publication of the newsletter and either be held in advance of publication, to 
inform the contents of the newsletter, or following distribution, to gain feedback.  

 
RESOLVED: (a) That the option of an Open Forum at the beginning of each Parish Council 
meeting be rejected;  
 

(b) That Standing Order No. 1 of the Parish Council’s Standing Orders be amended to allow 
members of the public to address the Parish Council (ie make a statement) in addition to the 
facility to pose a question;  
 

(c)   That quarterly debates be held at Pear Tree School;  
 

(d) That the first of the quarterly debates be arranged on a date following issue of the next 
newsletter (whose distribution was imminent); and 

 

(e) That the situation be reviewed in 12 months’ time.  
 

217 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT [Parish Councillors’ Surgeries] 
  

 The Parish Council was invited to reinstate Parish Councillors’ Surgeries as a means of 
engaging with local residents.  These were introduced a few years previously and were held 
on Saturday mornings at the Cronkinson Farm Pub. The first such event was relatively 
successful, but, despite extensive publicity, the scheme was abandoned after only two more 
surgeries owing to lack of interest from local residents.   

 Members AGREED that at this stage, there was no necessity for surgeries to be held;  the 
matter could be reviewed dependent on the attendance/success of the Public Debates 
agreed above (Minute No. 216). 

 
 
 
 



 Stapeley & District Parish Council – 1 March 2012 

 
 

 

2012      1425 | P a g e     

 

218 DIAMOND JUBILEE 2012 
 

 At the previous meeting, a Working Group comprising Councillors S Gwinn-Freemantle, M 
Galt, J Hillman and J Wood had been established to give detailed consideration to the type 
of event which the Parish Council would host to mark the Diamond Jubilee. 

 

The Working Group had been unable to meet. A report would be submitted to the next 
meeting.  

 

219 CAROL SERVICE – DECEMBER 2012 
 

 The Clerk had been in contact with Nantwich & District Band about the proposed Carol 
Service in December.  At present, the band had no December commitments. 

 

 The Parish Council was invited to agree a date for the Carol Service and to consider if 
Nantwich & District Band should be asked to play again on this occasion.  

 

 RESOLVED:  (a) That a Carol Service be held on Thursday, 20 December 2012 at 6.00 pm;  
 

 (b) That Nantwich and District Band be engaged to play seasonal music for the event; and  
 

(c) That the venue for the service be agreed at a later date. 
 

220 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

 220.1 Authorisation of Payments 
 

 RESOLVED:  That the following payments be authorised:  
 

£300 Jof’s Mowing – grounds maintenance work carried out on land at Talbot Way and 
monthly maintenance on Broad Lane (September – December 2011) 

 
£61.00 Johnsons the Printers, Nantwich – printing of 100 compliments slips for the Clerk 
 
£57.05 CEC – hire of Pear Tree School premises – 2 February – 7 pm – 10.30 pm  
 
£27.95 J Wood (parish councillor) – travel expenses for attendance at ChALC training 

session 
 

[Note: in authorising the payments, it was noted that there was only one signatory available 
at the meeting;  the Clerk would arrange for a second signature on all cheques prior to 
issue.] 
 

221 “DOG-STENCILLING” PAINT  
 

 The Clerk was asked to order “dog-stencilling” paint (up to a maximum of £80.00) for the 
next round of footway painting and to enable stock to be returned to Cheshire East Council.  

 
222 PLANNING 
 

 222.1 The Parish Council was invited to comment on the following planning applications:  
 

 12/0299N – 8 Hodgkin Close, Stapeley 
Demolition of rear single-storey to construct new single-storey extension 

 

 12/0630N – 72 Broad Lane, Stapeley:  Construction of a new car park adjacent to Stapeley 
Broad Lane School, including relocation of the existing highway access.  

 

 RESOLVED:  That no objections be raised to application No. 12/0299N and that application 
No.12/0630N be supported. 

 

 [Note: Having declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Planning Application No. 
12/0630N, Councillor Gwinn-Freemantle withdrew from the meeting during discussion and 
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voting on the application.  During this period, Councillor Samra (Vice-Chairman) chaired the 
meeting and Councillor Gwinn-Freemantle assumed the chair following her return to the 
meeting.] 

 
 222.2 Housing Developments in Nantwich 
 

 The Parish Council was invited to comment on the various consultation/exhibition events 
held in February by housing developers/agents. The Clerk had prepared a briefing report 
which outlined the planning framework.  

 

It was reported that this topic had been discussed at an informal meeting of the Parish 
Council held on 28 February 2012 which had been convened to enable Members to give 
more detailed consideration to the housing developments proposed in Nantwich (Kingsley 
Fields) and Stapeley (former Stapeley Water Gardens site) and to inform the decision to be 
made at this meeting.  Notes of that meeting were tabled. 

 

 The Parish Council also took into account the presentation made by David Wilson Homes 
prior to the start of this meeting.  

 

 The issues for development were noted as follows:  
 

- Planning gain funding could be used to improve the infra-structure. 
- The Kingsley Fields development would add to the Nantwich economy and 

have a “knock-on” effect for Stapeley 
- Kingsley Fields was within walking distance of Nantwich town. 
- The development would contribute to meeting the housing target of 1000 

homes. 
- Strategically, development at Kingsley Fields was better than the former 

Stapeley Water Gardens site for the reasons given above.  
 
 The issues against development were noted as follows:  

 

- Adverse impact on traffic.  Traffic congestion was already a problem. 
- Inadequate primary health care services, including access to NHS dentists 
- Air quality was poor in general and particularly in Nantwich with Hospital Street 

(A534) having been designated as an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) as 
a result of unacceptable levels of Nitrogen Dioxide. 

- Roads out of Stapeley and into Nantwich (other than via the by-pass) involved 
crossing two railway crossings. 

- The proposed development at Stapeley Water Gardens was not within walking 
distance and residents were more likely to use their cars to travel into town, with 
consequent environmental impact and exacerbation of parking problems.  

- Inadequate mains water pressure and drainage problems.  Drainage problems 
had been a continuous problem since the Cronkinson development was built.  

- Concern over access onto London Road for the development on the former 
Stapeley Water Gardens’ site. 

 
RESOLVED:  (a) That the comments above be forwarded to Cheshire East Council in 
respect of proposed housing developments in Nantwich and Stapeley; and 
 

(b) That if the Planning Authority was minded to approve the applications, it be asked to take 
into account comments already made by the Parish Council in respect of the Local 
Development Framework (now renamed Cheshire East Local Plan).  

 
223 NEWSLETTER 
 

  The Parish Council was asked to consider the second draft of the newsletter which would be 
submitted to the printers for drafting in the next two weeks, subject to any amendments 
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which Members made at the meeting. It was agreed that the following be added to the 
newsletter

1
.  

 

Website:  Inviting local residents to give comments on what they would like included on the 
website, what was helpful/not helpful etc. 
Diamond Jubilee: Ask residents what event they would like to mark the event.  
Commemorative Coins to be given to each school pupil at the two primary schools in the 
Parish to mark the Jubilee.  
Photograph of wall-hanging at Stapeley Broad Lane School (sponsored by the Parish 
Council) – to be added to the next newsletter.  
Plastic bottle greenhouse: The caretaker of Pear Tree School had designed and built (with 
the assistance of pupils) a functioning greenhouse, on site, made totally from empty plastic 
bottles.  A photograph and brief article to be added to this newsletter, or the next.  
Inconsiderate car-parking on footways on Cronkinson development impeding the access by 
wheelchairs/prams and causing problems for emergency vehicles which could not pass 
through the restricted roadway.   The Fire Authority to be asked to prepare a brief article.  
Black Poplar Tree: Inform residents that the Parish Council was proposing to adopt the Black 
Poplar as its logo and invite comments.  
Housing development consultations – summary of comments 
Distribution of newsletter 
In view of reported difficulties that some residents had not received the newsletter, a brief 
item should be included to ask if anyone is aware of neighbours/friends who have not 
received the newsletter. 
 

224  COMMUNITY HALL UPDATE 
 

 224.1 Hiring Agreement 
 

 A small working group of Members met on 25 January 2012 and discussed in detail a 
proposed hiring agreement for the community hall.  Former Councillor R Morton was 
preparing the final document but given that he had now resigned, steps would need to be 
taken to finalise the agreement.  This was crucial to the signing of the lease which could not 
be put into effect until Cheshire East Council had approved the hiring agreement. 

 

.    224.2 Lease Between CEC and the Parish Council 
 

 The lease had now been received and was to be considered in Part 2 of the meeting. 
However, as one of the authorised signatories was not present at the meeting, this would 
need to be deferred to the next meeting.  

 
225 SPEED WATCH SCHEME  
 

 In the absence of the two parish councillors who operated the scheme, the Parish Council 
proceeded to its next business.  

 

226 UPDATE ON PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP  
 [STAPELEY PARISH ACTION GROUP – SPAG] 
 

 There were no matters to report.  
  
227  CONSULTATION – Cheshire Association of Local Councils  
 

The Parish Council was invited to comment on the revised proposals for Area Working, as 
detailed in the correspondence from the Cheshire Association of Local Councils issued to 
Members by e-mail on 2 February 2012. 
  
RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council support the Cheshire Association of Local Councils’ 
proposed new way of Area Working.  

 

                                                             
1 Some of the items included were suggested later in the meeting but have been added here for completeness.  
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228 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 The following items of correspondence had been received and issued to Members under 
separate cover.   

 

 The Cheshire East Partnerships Team was seeking articles for its next newsletter.  

 List of direct-dial numbers for Planning Officers (CEC). 

 Cheshire East Council’s Borough Solicitor had sent a letter to all town and parish 
councils in Cheshire East outlining future arrangements for prayers at meetings of 
the Borough Council in the light of the recent “Bideford ruling”.  

 CVS Cheshire East – February 2012 Bulletin 

 CEC Letter notifying town and parish councils that they would each receive a grant 
for the financial year 2012-2013 to offset what it referred to as “double-taxation” of 
the parished areas.  

 Diamond Jubilee 2012 – Firework Display – offer by commercial undertaking in 
Crewe. 

 CEC had been contacted by Reaseheath College, Nantwich which was promoting a 
part of its landholding South of the Equine Unit, on the A51, as a possible site for a 
strategic urban extension. Reaseheath College is very keen to ensure that it has - 

 

“consulted widely and meaningfully with local leaders and communities 
regarding the proposed developments at Kingsley Fields. Garnering the views 
of local people is important to us, as we wish to make sure we take these on 
board and that, where possible, these influence our proposal so that we 
optimise the benefit to local communities and the College. The event will be 
advertised in the Nantwich Chronicle for three weeks prior to the date.”  

  

229 SHARED ITEMS 
 

 Parish Councillors were invited to share information or request the inclusion of items on the 
agenda for the next meeting. There were no shared items.  

 
230 BUSINESS PLANNING 
 

 The Parish Council was asked to note matters to be considered over the next two months.  

 
231 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (10 MINUTES)  
 

The Parish Council was invited to consider any questions from members of the public in 
accordance with the Parish Council’s Standing Order No. 1.  There were no questions from 
members of the public. 

 
232 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 

 5 April 2012 
  
233 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 RESOLVED:  That, in accordance with Paragraph 1 (2) of The Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960, the Parish Council exclude the press and public from the meeting during 
consideration of the following items owing to the confidential nature of the business to be 
transacted and the public interest would not be served in disclosing that information.  

 

234 DISTRIBUTION LIST FOR NEWSLETTER 
 

 The Parish Council received a list of street names and a range of house numbers used for 
distributing the Parish Newsletter. Members were asked to review the list to ensure that it 
comprised the totality of streets in the parish.  

 

 It was noted that the register of electors could not be used for this purpose and it was, in 
fact, a criminal offence to use it for other than its intended purpose.  
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 On balance, Members were satisfied that the list was complete; however, one of the 
Members offered to carry out further research and provide information to the Clerk.  

 

235 LEASE FOR THE COMMUNITY HALL 
 

 Members discussed arrangements for the signing of the lease between Cheshire East 
Council and the Parish Council, a copy of which had been provided to each Member. 

 
RESOLVED:  That this matter be deferred to the next meeting.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………Chairman  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                  The meeting commenced at 8.00 pm and concluded at 9.55 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   

 
  

 

Although not part of the agenda, it was reported that Jackie Weaver, Chief Officer of the Cheshire Association 
of Local Councils, had offered to deliver a briefing session to Members, prior to the start of one of its 
meetings, to address procedural issues which Members had mentioned on previous occasions. 
 
It was agreed that Mrs Weaver be asked to attend the meeting to be held on 5 July at 7.00 pm.  The Parish 
Council meeting would start at 8.00 pm.  


