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PRESENT:  Councillor S Gwinn-Freemantle Chairman 
     

     Councillor M Docker  Councillor M Galt 
Councillor J Hillman  Councillor K Nord  
Councillor J Wood 

 

  IN ATTENDANCE:  Councillor P Groves  Cheshire East Council 
     Councillor A Martin  Cheshire East Council 
 

     PCSO N Jarvis 
     PCSO S Mortimer 

 

APOLOGIES:  Councillors R Morton and R Samra 
 
 
 

187 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

Members were invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interest which they had in any 
item of business on the agenda, the nature of that interest, and, if necessary, to leave the 
meeting prior to the discussion of that item. No declarations were made.  
 

188 MINUTES  
 
 188.1 RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 5 January 2012 be approved 

as a correct record. 
 

 188.2 The Minutes of the meeting held on 1 December 2011 had been tabled at the 
previous meeting and could not, therefore, be “taken as read”.  They were re-submitted to 
this meeting for approval. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 1 December 2011 be approved as a 

correct record.  

 
189 MATTERS ARISING  
 

189.1 “Dog stencilling” 
 

It was reported that the “dog-stencilling” exercise on footways had been carried out on 27 
January 2012.  The Nantwich Blog had carried some positive and negative comments from 
members of the public, but this was an acknowledged consequence of a public forum.  
 

It was AGREED that the exercise be carried out approximately every 6-weeks until the 
problem appeared to abate.  

 

[Note:  Councillor K Nord arrived at this point in the proceedings.] 
 

190 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  
 

In accordance with the Parish Council’s Standing Order No.1 members of the public were 
able to submit a question, either in writing prior to the meeting, or orally at the meeting.  
 

Members of the public raised a number of issues, orally at the meeting, and these were 
responded to as appropriate. 
 

191 POLICE MATTERS 
 

 PCSOs N Jarvis and S Mortimer were in attendance and reported on criminal activity in the 
parish, including burglaries and anti-social behaviour, during daylight hours.  The Police were 
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aware of the identity of the likely culprits.  PCSO Jarvis urged members of the public to report 
criminal activity when observed.   

 

PCSOs Jarvis and Mortimer were thanked for their presentation and withdrew from the 
meeting. 

 
192 CHESHIRE EAST BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS  
 

 Borough Councillors Groves and Martin reported Cheshire East matters of interest to the 
Parish Council.  

 

 Councillor Groves had made enquiries of CEC Legal Services to establish 
the current status of the lease between the Parish Council and the 
Borough Council in respect of the community hall.  He reported that it was 
to be posted to the Parish Council’s Legal Advisers today. 

 It was reported that the Borough Council would be making grants to town 
and parish councils in 2012-2013.  The amount was not yet known but was 
likely to be £2,000+.  

 Reference was made to an area of land in the vicinity of the traffic lights on 
Peter de Stapleigh Way, near to Pear Tree School.  The Clerk was asked 
to make enquiries of Cheshire East Council regarding any proposals to 
landscape the area.  

 
193 LAND AT TALBOT WAY 
 

  In the absence of Councillor Rob Morton this item was deferred. 
 
194 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

 194.1 Authorisation of Payments 
 
 £147.20 HM Revenue and Customs – tax on the Clerk’s salary for Months 11 and 12 

This concluded the Parish Council’s liability in respect of tax on the Clerk’s 
salary for the current tax year. Any reconciliations required would be notified 
at a later meeting.  
 

£249.90 BAM Nuttall Ltd. Repair of street lights – (1) London Road (A51) at junction 
with Second Dig Lane and (2) Audlem Road (A529) at junction with First Dig 
Lane.  (£208.25 + £41.65 vat) 
 

 £16.13  Councillor M Docker - £16.13 – paper and ink cartridges for printing of Parish  
   Council agendas and papers. 
   
 194.2 “Dog-Stencilling” 
 

 The Borough Council had not made a charge for the cost of paint used on 27 January (see 
Minute No. 189.1 above) but had asked that when the Parish Council purchased its own 
paint, it replenish the Borough Council’s stock with the amount of paint already used.  
  
194.3 Diamond Jubilee 2012: Contribution to the Cost of Purchase of 

Commemorative Coins - School pupils at Stapeley Broad Lane and Pear Tree 
Schools 

 

 The Parish Council was invited to consider funding the cost of commemorative coins for 
each school pupil at both Stapeley Broad Lane School and Pear Tree School.   

 

 Indications were that there were 400 pupils and the schools had suggested the purchase of 
a commemorative coin for each pupil.  The cost of each coin was £1.99.   
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 The Head Teacher at Stapeley Broad Lane School would make the purchases on behalf of 
both schools, following which, the Parish Council would be asked to make a grant to cover 
the total cost. 

 
 RESOLVED:  That the Parish Council fund the cost of the purchase of Diamond Jubilee 

commemorative coins for each school pupil at Stapeley Broad Lane School and Pear Tree 
School, to a maximum cost of £800. 

 
195 DIAMOND JUBILEE – JUNE 2012 
 

  No specific provision had been included in the budget for 2012-2013 for the Diamond 
Jubilee;  however, the “windfall” referred to in Minute No. 192 above would assist in funding 
any event which the Parish Council wished to propose.  
 

It was suggested that a Working Group be established to discuss the details of a Diamond 
Jubilee event. The Group could then present its proposals to the Parish Council for 
approval. 
 

The Clerk was asked to contact Cheshire East Council seeking a sum of £100 which was 
currently on offer to town and parish councils on a “first come, first served” basis with a 
closing date of 9 April 2012. 
 

RESOLVED:  (a) That a Working Group comprising Councillors Gwinn-Freemantle, M Galt, 
J Hillman and J Wood be established; and  
 
(b) That the Clerk make arrangements for an early meeting of the Working Group.  

 
196 PLANNING 
 
 196.1 There were no planning applications for consultation at the time of issue of the 

agenda.   
 
 196.2 Housing Developments in Nantwich 
 
 The Parish Council was invited to discuss the various housing development consultations 

currently being undertaken. 
 
 It was noted that Nantwich Town Council had invited the Parish Council to send 2-3 

representatives to its meeting on 6 February at which time Pegasus would make a 
presentation in respect of the Muller and Jones Homes’ proposals for Stapeley.  The 
meeting was open to the public and all Members would be able to attend.  

 
 196.3 Letter from Arley Homes: Affordable Housing 
 
 Arley Homes, which was based in Warrington, had sent a letter to the Parish Council 

seeking its views, or an invitation to attend a future meeting to discuss affordable housing 
needs within the parish.   

 

 It was agreed that the letter be noted and no action taken at this time.  

 
197 NEWSLETTER 
 

  197.1 First draft 
 

  A first draft of the newsletter was tabled.  Members were invited to consider the inclusion of 
other articles other than those already agreed which were: 

 

 Chairman’s message 

 Budget details for 2012-2013 

 Daffodils – where planted and why 

 Dates for school events 
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 Diamond Jubilee 2012 

 Playground update 

 Community Hall update 

 Police matters together with photo of PCSO Nick Jarvis 

 Contact details for Members 

 Advertisement of the two parish council vacancies 

 Article from Borough Councillors Peter Groves and Andrew Martin (already provided) 

 Information regarding the local planning consultations  

 “Dog-stencilling” day plus photograph  

 Speed Watch update 

 “Did you know?” - items to be suggested by Members 
 

No other articles were suggested. The timetable was noted: 
 

  22 February all articles to be received by Clerk 
  1 March   second draft of newsletter to be approved by the Parish Council for 
    submission to the printers 
  5 April  final newsletter to be submitted prior to distribution 

16 April   distribution of newsletter  
 
198 COMMUNITY HALL UPDATE 
 

 198.1 Hiring Agreement 
 

 A small working group of Members had met on 25 January and discussed in detail a proposed 
hiring agreement for the community hall.  The final document was not yet available but would 
be submitted to the meeting to be held on 1 March.  

 
199 SPEED WATCH SCHEME 
 

  The equipment was due to be re-located week ended 4 February.  
 

200 UPDATE ON PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP  
 [STAPELEY PARISH ACTION GROUP – SPAG] 
 

 It was reported that some Members had attended the Stapeley Parish Action Group meeting 
held on 16 January 2012.  

 
201 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 The following items of correspondence had been received and issued to Members under 
separate cover.   

  

o Fire Authority – Letter from Fire Authority in response to the Fire Brigade’s Union 
seeking support in respect of a shared North-West Control Centre in Warrington for 
handling and mobilising to emergency fire calls. 

o Cheshire Community Action – Event 7 March – Connecting Communities 
o Nominations to attend the Royal Garden Party – this is restricted to Chairmen of 

Parish Councils and their spouse [the Chairman and her husband have been 
nominated] 

o Follow-up meeting re. Starling Roosts in Nantwich – 16 February 2012 – 7.00 pm – 
Malbank School 

o Nantwich Mayor’s Charity Dance – Friday 16 March: Members can make application 
for tickets.  

o Public Consultation exercise – land off Queen’s Drive, Nantwich (Notification received 
from CEC Partnerships Team) 

o Cheshire Association of Local Councils (ChALC) E-Bulletin  
o Neighbourhood Planning (relates to the impact of the Localism Act) 
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 Correspondence received requiring action 
 

o ChALC Consultation on Area Meeting Proposals.  This matter was to be scheduled 
for consideration at the Parish Council meeting to be held on 1 March. 

o NALC Events Bulletin: An event was to be held in Birmingham on 22 March entitled 
“Strictly Localism” following the Bill passing into Law. The event was intended to give 
councillors and officers from all tiers of local government the opportunity to meet and 
discuss how recent changes will affect their relationship and working practices.  
The bulletin was noted.  
 

202 SHARED ITEMS 
 

 Parish Councillors were invited to share information or request the inclusion of items on the 
agenda for the next meeting.   

 

 It was AGREED that an item be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council 
meeting, viz. “Review of Standing Order No. 1 – Public Question Time”.  

 
203 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (10 MINUTES)  
 

This was a second opportunity for members of the public to ask questions and these were 
responded to as appropriate.   

 
204 BUSINESS PLANNING 
 
 The Parish Council noted the following matters to be considered over the next few months.  
 

1 March   Draft newsletter for approval 

 Review of insurance arrangements prior to renewal in June 2012 

 Diamond Jubilee 2012 
 

5 April  Initial consideration of calendar for the municipal year 2012-2013 

 Year-end accounts which will be formally approved at the Annual 
Meeting in May 

 Diamond Jubilee – firming up of arrangements 

 Finalisation of newsletter ready for distribution mid-April 

 Consideration of any matters which need to be brought to the 
attention of the public at the Annual Parish Meeting which precedes 
the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council on the same evening 

 
3 May 
Annual Meetings 

 Formal approval of the accounts for 2011-2012 

 Finalising arrangements for the Diamond Jubilee 

 Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the forthcoming year 

 Review of casual vacancy situation 

 Approval of Calendar of Meetings for 2012-2013 
 

205 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 

 1 March 2012 
 

206 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

  RESOLVED:  That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration of 
the following item in accordance with the requirements of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960 on the grounds that the matter to be discussed was of a confidential 
nature and the public interest would not be served in disclosing the information. 
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PART 2 
 

Members of the public and press, together with Borough Councillors Andrew Martin and Peter 
Groves, withdrew from the meeting at this point in the proceedings.  
 
207 REVIEW OF WEBSITE 
 

  Reason for Exclusion: 
  The matters to be discussed were likely to concern the business dealings of other than the 
Parish Council.  

  
 Councillor J Hillman reported on her review of the website. Members made suggestions for 
the appearance of the site and additional tabs which could be included.  
 
 

  
 

 
 
   

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
…………………………………………Chairman  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                  The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm and concluded at 10.20 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


