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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STAPELEY & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT BROAD LANE METHODIST CHAPEL, AUDLEM ROAD, NANTWICH  

ON 4 AUGUST 2011 

 
PRESENT:  Councillor S Gwinn-Freemantle (Chairman)  

    Councillor R Samra  (Vice-Chairman) 
 
    Councillor M Docker  Councillor J Hillman    

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Borough Councillor P Groves 
 
APOLOGIES: Councillors K Nord and R Morton  

 
 

 
55 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 

No declarations of interest were made.  
 

56 MINUTES 
  
56.1 RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 7 July 2011 be approved as a 

correct record. 
 
56.2 RESOLVED: That the Minutes of the Special Meeting held on 17 June 2011 be 

approved as a correct record, subject to the inclusion of Councillor M Docker’s name 
in the list of apologies.  

 
57 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (10 MINUTES) 
 

There were no questions from members of the public and the Parish Council proceeded to its 
next business.  
 

58 CO-OPTION  
 
 A member of the public who was interested in being co-opted onto the Parish Council was in 

attendance and remained in the meeting as an observer. In addition, two Members reported 
that they each had a friend who would also be interested in being co-opted. [This was an item 
in the Parish Newsletter which was due to be published in the near future.] 

 
 The matter was deferred to the September meeting.  
  
59 LAND AT TALBOT WAY  
 
 59.1 In the absence of Councillor Morton, this item was deferred to the next meeting.  

 
 59.2 Greenspaces South Cheshire 
 
 At the previous meeting, it had been reported that Greenspaces South Cheshire was seeking 

further work from the Parish Council. Greenspaces had been was set up in 2010 as a CIC 
company which had undertaken an enhancement project on the two parcels of land at Talbot 
Way at a cost of £1,160.  

 
 The Parish Council decided that as general maintenance work was being carried out by Jim’s 

Mowing, to a satisfactory standard, there was no requirement for additional work to be 
undertaken. Greenspaces had been notified of this decision, but had responded to the effect 
that there was a small sum of funding remaining from the “grant” of £1,160 and it wished to 
ensure that the work to complete the project was complementary to that being carried out by 
Jim’s Mowing.  

 
 The Parish Council had a statutory duty under the Open Spaces Act 1906 to maintain the 

local green space and Members briefly considered the longer-term proposals for the site.  It 
was agreed that this be discussed in more detail at a future meeting.   
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60 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
 60.1 Receipts and Payments Statement – 1 April – 30 June 2011 

 
RESOLVED:  That the Receipts and Payments statement for the first quarter of the financial 
year be approved.  
 
60.2 Authorisation of Payments 
 
RESOLVED:  That the following payments be approved:  
 

• £240.00 Mrs C M Jones – reimbursement for settlement of invoices #0511 (£105.00) 
and #0611 (£135.00) for Jim’s Mowing.  

 
 Jim’s Mowing was a small local company, and the Clerk had considered it prudent to settle 
the invoices promptly rather than delay by a month. The proposed revision to the Financial 
Regulations (Minute No. 62 below) would suggest an appropriate delegation to enable such 
invoices to be settled promptly.  
 

• £200.00 Broad Lane Methodist Chapel – fee for use of the chapel for meetings. 
(for the period August 2011 – July 2012) 

 
61 PLANNING 
 
 61.1 Applications 
 

The Parish Council was invited to comment on the following planning application – 
 

11/2514N - 25 Flowerscroft – first-storey side extension. 
 
RESOLVED:  That no comments be made.  

 
 61.2 Local Development Framework (LDF) – Place Shaping Consultation  
 
 The Parish Council was invited to participate in the first stage of consultation in drawing up 

new development plans for towns and villages in Cheshire East.  This was being marketed by 
Cheshire East Council as an opportunity for Parish Councils to notify the Borough Council of 
its requirements for their parishes in 2030.  One copy of the pack had been provided and 
comments were requested by 30 September 2011.  

 
  To ensure that comprehensive feedback was given, the Parish Council was asked to consider 

forming itself into a working group to meet informally to discuss the topic in detail.  The 
outcome of such a meeting could be reported formally to the Parish Council in time for 
comments to be submitted by the due date.  

 
RESOLVED: That a special meeting of the Parish Council be held on 15 September; 
 
(b) That the informal meeting be held between 7.30 pm and 9.30 pm; 
 
(c) That the formal meeting be held at 9.30 pm with the aim of adopting comments made on 
the consultation; and 
 
(d) That the comments made be submitted to Cheshire East Council by 30 September 2011.  

 
62 STANDING ORDERS/FINANCIAL REGULATIONS  
 
 The Parish Council was invited to review its Standing Orders and Financial Regulations. 

These were last reviewed in July 2006; however, since that time, additional legislation had 
rendered them out-of-date. 
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 It was noted that the Financial Regulations governed the conduct of financial management by 
the Parish Council and were prepared in accordance with the Accounts and Audit 
Regulations.  The Standing Orders regulated the proceedings of Parish Council meetings and 
were in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972.   

 
 It was agreed that discussion of the documents be deferred to the September meeting.  
  
63 NEWSLETTER 
 
 As the draft newsletter was now 7-months out-of-date, the Clerk had re-written it and issued it 

to Johnson’s the Printers for re-drafting. A copy of the draft was tabled at the meeting.  A 
number of minor amendments were made, following which it was approved.  

 
 It was expected that it would be distributed week commencing 22 August to 1200 households 

by a company called Distribution Unlimited (based in Macclesfield). The cost would not 
exceed that charged by Ian Jones who had formerly distributed this on behalf of the Parish 
Council at a cost of 16P per household.  

 
64 PROJECTS 
 
 Members were invited to review progress on previously identified projects.  
 

• Playground Project 
 
It was reported that members of the public had complained about the litter, damage to 
the equipment and that dogs were being allowed into the playground. This was a 
matter for the Parish Plan Implementation Group (SPAG) to resolve and it was 
agreed that an e-mail be sent to Councillor R Morton who would take it up with SPAG. 
 

• Speed Watch Scheme/Mobile Vehicle Display Unit 
 
Councillor M Docker reported that the mobile vehicle display unit had now been 
moved to London Road, where the speed limit was 40 mph. 
 
The batteries had lost their charge and had been replaced by TWM Traffic Systems.  
The Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman, had approved this action; an invoice for 
£230 would be submitted in due course.  
 

• Communication with Residents 
 
At the June meeting, Members suggested that more innovative ways of 
communicating with residents should be introduced. Modern communication tools 
such as blogs, Twitter, Facebook etc. should be used more.  It had also been 
suggested that a monthly “for your information” sheet be placed in each of the notice-
boards to keep residents informed of the latest developments in the parish. 
 
Councillors Jo Hillman and Raj Samra, both of whom had extensive experience in 
website communication, agreed to work together with a view to suggesting changes 
which could be made to the website.  
 

• Website 
 
Members discussed in general terms the website and future arrangements. 
 

65 APPOINTMENT TO OUTSIDE BODY – WYBUNBUTY UNITIED CHARITIES TRUST 
 

The Parish Council was invited to re-appoint Parish Councillor M Docker and Dr K Lawrence, 
as the Parish Council’s representatives on Wybunbury United Charities Trust.  Each Member 
would be an Administering Trustee.  
 



 Stapeley & District Parish Council – 4 August 2011 
 
 

 
 
 P a g e     2 0 1 1  1378 

RESOLVED: That Councillor M Docker and Dr K Lawrence be appointed as the Parish 
Council’s representatives on Wybunbury United Charities Trust.  
 

66 UPDATE ON PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP 
 (Stapeley Parish Action Group [SPAG] ) 

 
 It was reported that the next meeting of SPAG was to be held on 12 September.  
 
67 CHESHIRE EAST BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT 
 
 Borough Councillor Groves reported on matters of interest at Cheshire East Council. Cheshire 

East Council was currently in the process of preparing a business plan intended to provide a 
more structured approach to the business of the authority. 

 
Councillor Groves also took the opportunity to emphasise the importance of the LDF (Minute 
61.2 above) and the Parish Council’s role in shaping the future of the area.   
 

68 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 The Clerk reported on receipt of electronic communication which had been forwarded to 

Members. 
   

• July edition of the Cheshire East Partnerships Newsletter (PACE) 
• Graham Wood - Joint Co-ordinator of East Cheshire Community Transport.  
• Distraction crime (notice from Cheshire East Council) 
• LDF Power Presentation  (Councillor David Brown – Portfolio Holder – CEC) 

 
69 SHARED ITEMS 
 
 Parish Councillors were invited to share information or request the inclusion of items on the 

agenda for the next meeting.  
 

• There had been a number of anti-social behaviour incidents on the Cronkinson 
estate. A Member reported that local Police had indicated a willingness to attend 
Parish Council meetings as a matter of routine.  The Clerk reminded Members that 
the Police Cluster meetings had been established some years ago by PC Bob 
Hassall because he did not have the capacity to allow his Officers to attend individual 
parish council meetings to discuss individual problems.  

 
70 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  
 
 There were no questions from members of the public. 
 
71 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
 1 September 2011 
 
72 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  

 
RESOLVED: That the press and public be excluded from the meeting during discussion of the 
following item in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 on the 
basis that the business to be transacted is of a confidential nature involving the business 
dealings of other than the Parish Council and the public interest would not be served in 
disclosing the information.  
 

73 COMMUNITY HALL  
 
 The Parish Council was updated on the current situation in respect of the community hall.  

The legal advisers had sent a brief report on the lease, which was tabled at the meeting, and 
the Clerk had met with them to discuss suggested amendments to the lease.  
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 Some of the amendments which had been suggested by Members had been accepted as 
appropriate by the legal adviser; however, a number of the amendments could not be made 
as these were standard clauses, no matter how unreasonable they might have appeared. 

 
 Following discussion, it was agreed that the Parish Council should try to address the issue of 

anti-social behaviour on the estate itself and separate that from the incidences of recent 
vandalism of the community hall.  

 
 The Clerk was asked to invite the following to the meeting on 1 September – 

 
• Sharon Angus-Crawshaw Cheshire East Council (LAP Manager) 
• Police representative (via Sgt. Ian Bennett who managed the Police Cluster meetings) 
• Head Teacher Brine Leas School 
• Peter Hall    Assets Manager, Cheshire East Council 

 
The key issues to focus on at the meeting would be -  

 
• Anti-social behaviour across the whole of the estate. 
• Its impact on the community 
• How can it be tackled? 
• What can the Parish Council do to ameliorate the situation? 

 
It was further agreed that Members should draw up a series of questions to be addressed to 
the visitors and these would be circulated to potential attendees by the Clerk in advance of 
the meeting.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
..........................................................Chairman  

 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm and closed at 11.15 pm 


