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PRESENT:  Councillor S Gwinn-Freemantle Chairman  
        

   Councillor J Hillman  Councillor K Nord  
 
 

APOLOGIES: Councillors S Clough, M Galt, K Nord and R Samra 
 
 
 

32 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Members were invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interest which they had in any 
item of business on the agenda, the nature of that interest, and, if necessary, to leave the 
meeting prior to the discussion of that item. 
 

No declarations were made. 
  

33 MINUTES  
 

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 3 May 
2012 be approved as a correct record.  
 
(Note:  The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting would be submitted to the July meeting 
for approval.) 
 

34 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (10 MINUTES) 
 

In accordance with the Parish Council’s Standing Order No.1, members of the public were 
able to submit a question, either in writing prior to the meeting, or orally at the meeting, or to 
make a statement.  
 
In the absence of members of the public, the Parish Council proceeded to its next business.  
 

35 NEWSLETTER  
 

 The Parish Council agreed to include the following items in the next edition of the newsletter: 
 

 New dog-stencilling day 
 Activities at the Diamond Jubilee events (Civic parade on 3 June) 
 School events 
 Who does what! (Borough Councillors Peter Groves and Andrew Martin) 
 Wall-hanging – art project by Stapeley Broad Lane School  
 Re-design of the website 
 Success of the Public Debate – 17 May 2012 
 Community Hall update 
 Strategy for Nantwich (development plan for the area)  
 Parish Council vacancies 

 
The deadlines for a publication in September were noted: 
 

 20 June - Articles to be submitted to the Clerk  

 2 August – Parish Council to consider first draft of newsletter 

 Printers and distributors to be notified that newsletter would be finalised on 7 
September with a view to distributing at the end of September.  

 6 September – final draft for approval – minor amendments only to be made at this 
stage. 

 

 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STAPELEY & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT BROAD LANE METHODIST CHAPEL, AUDLEM ROAD, NANTWICH  

ON 7 JUNE 2012  
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36 PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY 
 
 36.1 Resignation of Member 
 
  It was reported that James Wood had resigned as a parish councillor. The vacancy would be 

advertised and if no election was called, the Parish Council would be able to co-opt to the 
vacancy.   

 
 36.2 Co-option to Vacancy 
 

 Members noted that there were currently three vacancies on the Parish Council.  Borough 
Councillor Peter Groves had expressed an interest in being co-opted.  Although living outside 
the parish, he qualified on other grounds. 

 

 The Parish Council was invited to consider co-opting Peter Groves onto the Parish Council.  
 

 RESOLVED:  That Peter Groves be co-opted onto the Parish Council.   
 
 (Note: Mr Groves would be asked to sign a Declaration of Acceptance of Office at the next 

meeting.) 
 
37 POLICE MATTERS 
 

 PCSO N Jarvis was not in attendance and the Parish Council proceeded to its next business. 
 
38 CHESHIRE EAST BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS  
 

 In the absence of both Borough Councillors, who had other commitments this evening, the 
Parish Council proceeded to its next business. 

 
39  PUBLIC DEBATE – 17 MAY 2012 
 

 The Public Debate on 17 May 2012 was well-attended with over 50 residents present. It was 
suggested that, subject to venue availability, the next Public Debate be held on 20 
September. This would avoid the August holiday period.  

 

 The discussion on housing development at the last debate had mainly been a repetition of 
comments made by members of the public at the open forum at the meeting held on 15 
September 2011 and these had already been forwarded to Cheshire East Council.   

 

The following issues had been raised for consideration by the Parish Council:  
 

 Volunteers – Community Hall. There were only two volunteers who were willing to 
assist with the running of the community hall. 

 Newsletter: Possible non-distribution to some areas – further information was 
awaited. 

 Housing developments: The Parish Council was asked to consider employing 
an independent traffic consultant to carry out a traffic impact assessment.  The 
Clerk had made contact with two companies to identify the likely cost of such a 
survey. 
 

One of the companies contacted had indicated that initial work would cost 
approximately £1,200 plus vat and would include the following – 
 

 Site meeting and inspection of the surrounding highway network; 

 Detailed examination of the transport studies submitted with the 
planning application; 

 Preparation of a letter-type report outlining any transport and 
highway issues relating to the proposed development. 
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It was now suggested that residents could be asked, via the next newsletter, if 
they would support public money being spent on a traffic survey. 

 

 A copy of the informal notes of the meeting was attached for information only. These did not 
form part of the Parish Council’s record of meetings.  

 
40 DEFERRAL OF AGENDA ITEMS  
 

 As there were only three Members present at the meeting, it was AGREED that the following 
items be deferred for a decision to the July meeting: 

 

 Public Debate Issues (other than those discussed above)  

 Establishment of Sub-Committees 

 Risk Management  
 
41 PUBLIC TRANSPORT CONSULTATION 
 

 Cheshire East Council was conducting a consultation exercise which closed on 22 June.  The 
consultation document was submitted and the Parish Council was invited to comment on the 
proposals.  

 

 The Clerk undertook to post an article on the website inviting local residents to submit their 
views direct to Cheshire East Council.  
 

42 FEEDBACK FROM REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
 

 Members appointed to outside bodies were invited to feedback to the Parish Council:  
 

 Strategy for Nantwich (Led by Nantwich Town Council)  
 

Councillor Nord reported on a recent meeting which had been attended by representatives 
from Acton Parish Council, local traders and the Civic Society. 
 

The views which had emerged at the meeting were that the majority of those in attendance 
supported the re-generation of Nantwich Town Centre as a shopping area, suggesting that 
chain-store shops would attract visitors and retain Nantwich and Stapeley residents as 
shoppers. 
 

The riverside would be the focus of development to improve it as a tourist attraction and to try 
to overcome the historical problem created when the Water Lode was built, separating Welsh 
Row from the main shopping area.  
 

Timescales had been discussed and the former Gas Works site was a short-term aim for 
improvement, with Swine Market development being a longer-term plan.  
 

There was no support for the “Muller Village” vision which had been presented to a recent 
meeting of the Town Council.  The Strategy for Nantwich meeting preferred the option of 
centralising services to make better use of the town and improving its viability, which in turn, 
would be beneficial to all residents.  
  

43 APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO THE WYBUNBURY POLICE CLUSTER 
  

 RESOLVED:  That Councillor M Docker be appointed as the Parish Council’s representative 
on the Wybunbury Police Cluster.  Councillor Docker would be informed that a meeting of the 
Wybunbury Police Cluster was to be held at Hough Village Hall at 8.00 pm on 16 July.  

 
44 LAND AT TALBOT WAY 
 

 Councillor Hillman reported on her inspection of the land at Talbot Way. 
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45 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

 45.1 Authorisation of Payments 
 
 RESOLVED:  That the following payments be authorised: 
 

£262.50  Cheshire Association of Local Councils – fee for training session for Chairman and 
Clerk (15 May 2012) 
 
£175.00 (Chairman) £87.50 (Clerk) ie 50% of cost 
 

£216.00 Doormat Direct – distribution of 1200 newsletters (£180.00 + £36.00 vat) 
 

£150.00 Johnsons the Printers – printing of 1200 newsletters 
 

£112.50 JDH Business Services Ltd. Internal audit of accounts (£93.75 + £18.75 vat) 
 

£905.70 Stapeley Broad Lane CE Primary School: Purchase of commemorative coins for 
pupils 
 

£29.99 
 
£24.70 

Mrs S Gwinn-Freemantle - ink cartridges and paper 
 
Mrs S Gwinn-Freemantle – mileage claim – 15 May 2012 [38 miles @ 65 P per 
mile, based on NALC rates] 
 
TOTAL CLAIMED:  £54.69 
 

£73.80 HMRC – Tax on Clerk’s salary   
 

£52.20 
 

Mrs C M Jones – travel expenses (5 April, 3 May, 12 May, 17 May, 24 May,  
7 June); and travel to Holmes Chapel (15 May) – 44 miles return – training 
session 
 

£47.64 
 

Mrs C M Jones – purchase of pdf converter for laptop 

£48.51 
 

Mrs C M Jones – ink cartridges and stationery.  
 
TOTAL CLAIMED: £148.35 

 
 45.2 Appointment of External Auditor – 2012-13 and Future Years 
 
 It was reported that BDO LLP had been appointed as the external auditor, with effect from 1 

September 2012 for a period of five years.  The notification had been received from the Audit 
Commission. 

 
 BDO LLP would audit the Annual Returns and the fees were expected to be similar to those 

charged by the Audit Commission.  
 
46 PLANNING 
 

 46.1 Planning Applications for Consultation  
 

12/1574N – The Brambles, 61 London Road 
 12/1493N - The White House, Broad Lane 
 12/1873N – 3 Dunnilow Field 
 
 The Parish Council was invited to submit observations on these planning applications.  
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 RESOLVED: (a) That no objections be raised to planning applications 12/1493N and 
12/1873N; and 

 

(b) That, in respect of planning application 12/1574N, the Parish Council asks the 
Planning Authority to ensure that the visibility splay was adequate. 

 
  46.2 Planning Applications Determined/Registered by CEC 
 

 It was noted that the following application had been approved with conditions: 
 

12/0803N 5 Dunnilow Field – replacement garden wall 
     
47 QUALITY STATUS   
 

 This item had been included at Members’ request. A copy of the National Association of 
Local Councils’ “A Guide to Becoming a Quality Council” was submitted. The principal 
criteria for becoming a Quality Council were set out in the document at Chapter 4.  The 
Parish Council had previously considered this matter (January 2005) but had decided not to 
pursue it at that time.  However, it had been agreed that the Parish Council should try to 
achieve as many of the qualifying criteria as possible, even if Quality status were not 
pursued.   

 

 A mandatory criterion was that the electoral mandate must be two-thirds elected.  This 
criterion could not be met during the current electoral period; there were eight parish 
councillors, four of whom had been co-opted.  In view of this, it was – 

 

 RESOLVED:  That no action be taken to pursue Quality Status at this time.  
 
48 SPEED WATCH SCHEME  
 

The new signs were now operational. The additional post outside No. 6 Broad Lane was 
referenced and the Clerk was asked to arrange for this to be relocated at Pear Tree Field.  
 

49 UPDATE ON PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP  
 [STAPELEY PARISH ACTION GROUP – SPAG] 
 

  SPAG had conducted a litter survey and had made a number of recommendations including 
the provision of two additional litter bins.   

 

Streetscape (Cheshire East Council) did not have funding for the bins and the Parish Council 
was invited to consider purchasing two litter bins which were approximately £285 each.  The 
bins would be located (as recommended by SPAG) at the Western end of Clonners Field and 
Cherry Tree Court (at the end of Beechwood Close). 
 

 RESOLVED:  (a) That the Clerk place an order with Cheshire East Council for the purchase 
of two litter bins, at a total cost of approximately £570; and  
 

(b) That one bin be located at Cherry Tree Court at its junction with Beechwood Close, and 
the second bin be located [outside No. 95 Clonners Field]. 
 

50 CONSULTATION DOCUMENTS 
 

 The following consultation documents had been received and e-mailed separately to 
Members.  No specific comments were made. 

 

  CVS Cheshire East – Compact – consultation in respect of a Compact between CVS 
Cheshire East and the voluntary, community and faith sector in the borough to 
establish and sustain effective partnership arrangements. 15 June was the deadline 
date for comments.  
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 CEC Housing – Rural Housing Enabling Guide – 6 June –drop-in session. 
The guide had been prepared to support rural affordable housing in Cheshire East 
and to clarify priority areas.  The consultation was limited to rural parish councils.  

 

 Consultation had commenced on the Revised Interim Planning Policy for the 
Release of Housing Land Consultation.  . 

 

Cheshire East Council had recently agreed the draft Revised Interim Planning Policy 
for the Release of Housing Land for consultation. This document set out the Council’s 
policy approach to maintaining a five year supply of deliverable housing land to be 
used as an interim measure pending the adoption of the Cheshire East Local Plan. 
The new National Planning Policy Framework required local planning authorities to 
 identify and update annually a supply of specific deliverable sites sufficient to provide 
five years’ worth of housing against their housing requirements with an additional 
buffer of 5% to ensure choice and competition (the buffer should be 20% where there 
had been a persistent under-delivery of housing). 
 

The purpose of this Revised Interim Planning Policy was to set out a policy to 
manage the release of additional land for residential development through the 
consideration of planning applications, to maintain a five year supply, as an interim 
measure pending the adoption of the Core Strategy, in a manner that would not 
prejudice the consideration of alternative options for the development strategy for the 
Local Plan.  
 

51 CORRESPONDENCE 
 

 The following items of correspondence had been received since the last meeting. 
 

 Unmetered Electricity Supply 
 

Scottish Power had written stating that the Parish Council was still being billed at 
1999 prices. This was an oversight. With effect from 1 August 2012, the new prices 
would come into effect and the annual charge would be £526.20 (excluding vat).  The 
current price was £210.00 including vat. 
 
Cheshire East Council  
 

 Partnerships Newsletter 
 

The deadline for receipt of articles for the next newsletter was 16 July.  It was 
suggested that an article on the new playground fencing be prepared and 
submitted.  A copy of the current newsletter was available at the meeting.  
 

 Highways List of Minor Works  
 

 A51 Route Management Strategy – Drop-in session 30 May. 
 

 Local Healthwatch:   
 

For information: Healthwatch England, part of the CQC (Care Quality Commission) 
and Local Healthwatch would be established in October 2012 as part of the 
implementation of the Health and Social Care Act 2012.  
  
CEC dedicated officers were working with a Local Healthwatch Steering Group 
whose members included representatives from the CCGs (Clinical Commissioning 
Groups); Health; Cheshire East Local Involvement Network (CELINK)and the 
Voluntary Sector.  
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 Cheshire East Council/Cheshire Association of Local Councils 
 

Joint statement regarding new arrangements for the Code of Conduct. These 
arrangements would come into force on 1 July 2012.  

 

 Superfast Broadband 
 

The Connecting Cheshire Partnership aimed to bring Superfast Broadband and 
improved Broadband speeds to communities and businesses across Cheshire, 
Halton and Warrington. The Government was making significant decisions about 
which areas of the UK would benefit most quickly from Superfast Broadband. As part 
of this process the Connecting Cheshire partnership was carrying out a State Aid 
Public Consultation with telecommunications providers and the public to help 
determine priorities and define areas of broadband coverage. An event for Digital 
Champions was to be held on 22 June at Northwich Memorial Hall between 1 – 3pm.  
 

 Business Hub Activities 
 

Details of activities including dates and contact details were provided – to be held 
between June 2012 and March 2013. 

 

 The Clerk reported on an e-mail from a local resident regarding the conservation 
area.  
 

52 SHARED ITEMS 
 

 Parish Councillors were invited to share information or request the inclusion of items on the 
agenda for the next meeting.   

 
53 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (10 MINUTES)  
 

There were no members of the public in attendance. 
 

54 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 

 5 July 2012  
 

  7.00 pm – 8.00 pm – Presentation by Jackie Weaver (ChALC) 
 

 Members were reminded that Jackie Weaver, Chief Officer of Cheshire Association of Local 
Councils had agreed to be in attendance from 7.00 pm – 8.00 pm to deliver an informal 
briefing session on parish council matters. 
 

55 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

 RESOLVED: That in accordance with Paragraph 1 (2) of The Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during consideration 
of the following items owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted and 
the public interest would not be served in disclosing that information.  

 
PART 2 
 
56 WEBSITE 
 Reason for exclusion: Likely to reveal business interests of other than the Parish Council. 
  

Councillor Hillman reported on progress on the re-design of the website.   
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The Parish Council would reach a decision on a new design at its July meeting and potential 
providers (including the current provider) would be invited to attend the August meeting to 
make their presentations.  The new contract would be awarded from 1 October 2012.  
 

57 LEASE FOR THE COMMUNITY HALL 
 Reason for exclusion: Legal professional privilege 
 

 In the absence of a report from the Legal Adviser, following the informal meeting on 24 May 
2012, the Parish Council was unable to consider this matter.  

  
   
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

...........................................Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm and concluded at 9.50 pm 

 

 

 


