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MINUTES OF AN EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING OF  

STAPELEY & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT STAPELEY BROAD LANE SCHOOL, BROAD LANE, STAPELEY, NANTWICH 

ON 17 JUNE 2011 

 
PRESENT: Councillor S Gwinn-Freemantle (Chairman)  

    Councillor R Samra   (Vice-Chairman) 
 
    Councillor J Hillman   Councillor K Nord 

Councillor R Morton    
 

APOLOGIES:  Councillor I Handley 
 

 
37 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
 There were no declarations of interest.  
 
38 REQUEST FOR DONATION – PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP  

[KNOWN AS “STAPELEY PARISH ACTION GROUP” - SPAG] 
 

 The Parish Council was invited to consider making a donation of £2,500 under S.19 
of the Local Government Act (Miscellaneous Provisions) 1976 in response to a 
request from Stapeley Parish Action Group (SPAG) for a donation. The donation, if 
granted, would be used to insure playground equipment which was owned by SPAG 
and was located on the new playground at Pear Tree Field, Stapeley. SPAG which 
would be the policy-holder, was in the process of seeking quotations for the 
insurance; to date, one quotation of £600 per annum had been received.  
 
In 2010-2011, the Parish Council had allocated a sum of £5,500 in its budget to 
assist with this project. It made a grant of £2,641 towards the scheme in 2010-2011.  
When revised budget estimates were considered in November 2010, the remainder 
of the earmarked funding (£2,900) was removed from the proposals for 2011-2012 on 
the basis that no further third-party funding was required. Notwithstanding this, at its 
meeting held in February 2011, the Parish Council resolved to vire £2,900 from 
reserves and allocated it to the “playground”. At the meeting held on 9 June 2011 a 
sum of £444 was approved towards the cost of signage. This left £2,415 from the 
vired budget, which could be rounded-up to £2,500.  
 
It was noted that grant funding of £49,500 had now been allocated to complete the 
second phase of the playground project, which was expected to be finished in 
October 2011.  However, prior to release of that funding, Community Spaces, the 
funding body, had set out a number of conditions which required to be met.  One of 
these conditions was that the equipment on the playground must be insured for a 5-
year period during what was known as the “asset monitoring period”.   
 
Cheshire East Council owned the land and was responsible for both the public 
liability insurance and the routine maintenance of the playground but had been 
unwilling to fund the asset insurance.  
 
 Members were advised that Parish Councils were only able to incur expenditure 
where there was a power to spend. The most appropriate power for this request 
appeared to be S.19 of the Local Government Act (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 
1976 which permitted Parish Councils to contribute “by way of grant or loan towards 
the expenses incurred or to be incurred, by any voluntary organisation in providing 
any recreational facilities which the authority has power to provide........”. 
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RESOLVED:  
 
That a grant of £2,500 be made to Stapeley Parish Action Group under S.19 of the 
Local Government Act (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 to assist with the 
expenses incurred in the playground project.  
 
 
 
 

Note:  The following two items had been included on the agenda as a matter 
of urgency as they would not wait until the next ordinary meeting.  

 
39 COMMUNITY HALL  
 
 At the meeting held on 9 June, the Parish Council had appointed Hall, Smith, 

Whittingham (Solicitors) to review and comment on the lease for the hall.   
  
Cheshire East Council had advised that as the lease was to be contracted out of the 
Landlord and Tenant Act 1954, there was a requirement for a statutory declaration to 
be made by three parish councillors and/or the Clerk.  
 

 As noted above, the lease which was to be contracted out of the Landlord and 
Tenant Act 1954 meant that there would be no security of tenure/automatic right of 
renewal.  This was recited in the lease and Legal Services (Cheshire East Council) 
would be serving a notice with the lease, as required by law.  A declaration was 
required which was the tenant’s acknowledgement that it understood and agreed 
that the tenancy did not create business tenancy rights. This matter would be 
referred to the Legal Adviser for comment and advice.  

 

RESOLVED:  
 

(a) That Councillors S Gwinn-Freemantle, R Samra and K Nord be 
authorised as the signatories in respect of the lease between the 
Parish Council and the Borough Council; and 
 
(b) That Carol Jones, Clerk to the Parish Council, or in the alternative, 
Councillors S Gwinn-Freemantle, R Samra and K Nord be authorised 
to make any declarations/statutory declaration as necessary in 
relation to Sections 24 to 28 of the Landlord and Tenant Act 1954.   
 

40 CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS 
 
The Cheshire Association of Local Councils (Crewe and Nantwich Area Meeting) was 
to be held on 23 June at Wychwood Village Hall, Weston at 7.30 pm.  
 
The Parish Council was invited to nominate up to three representatives to attend the 
meeting.  
 
RESOLVED:  
 
That Councillors M Docker and J Hillman represent the Parish Council at the Crewe 
and Nantwich Area Meeting of the Cheshire Association of Local Councils.  
 

 
 
 

.............................................Chairman 
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