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PRESENT:  Councillor S Gwinn-Freemantle Chairman  
   Councillor R Samra  Vice-Chairman  
        

   Councillor S Clough  Councillor M Docker   
Councillor M Galt  Councillor J Hillman   
Councillor K Nord  

 

APOLOGIES: Councillor P Groves 
 
 

[Note:  Prior to the start of the meeting Muller Group made a pre-consultation presentation to the 
Parish Council in respect of its proposed development within the parish. Formal public consultation 
would be held on 9 July 2012.] 

 
 

58 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

Members were invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interest which they had in any 
item of business on the agenda, the nature of that interest, and, if necessary, to leave the 
meeting prior to the discussion of that item. 
 

No declarations were made. 
  

59 MINUTES  
 

7 June 2012 
59.1 RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 7 June 2012 be approved as 
a correct record, subject to the inclusion of “Councillor M Docker” in the list of apologies.  
 

3 May 2012 
59.2 RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 3 May 2012 be 
approved as a correct record.  
 

60 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME (10 MINUTES) 
 

In accordance with the Parish Council’s Standing Order No.1, members of the public were 
able to submit a question, either in writing prior to the meeting, or orally at the meeting, or to 
make a statement.  
 

 Members of the public were in attendance and raised the following issues:  
 

 Demolition of 116 London Road, without appropriate permission.  Members of the 
public were advised that, in respect of planning matters in general, individual views 
sent by residents to either of the Borough Councillors or Members of the Planning 
Committee, could have a significant impact.  
 

 Pre-consultation meeting with Muller Group (prior to start of formal meeting). 
 

 Traffic impact assessment, to be commissioned by the Parish Council (as 
suggested by a member of the public at the Public Debate held on 17 May 2012). 

 

 Website information in respect of proposed housing developments; the comment 
being made that the information reflected the views of members of the public 
without stating the Parish Council’s stance.  The meeting was reminded that at a 
Parish Council open forum on 15 September 2011, the Parish Council had 
declined to make comment to avoid pre-determination which might have fettered 
Members’ ability to comment when an outline and/or detailed application was 
eventually submitted.  

 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF STAPELEY & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT BROAD LANE METHODIST CHAPEL, AUDLEM ROAD, NANTWICH  

ON 5 JULY 2012  
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61 BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS  
 

There were no Borough Councillors in attendance and the Parish Council proceeded to its 
next item of business.  

 
62 ITEMS FOR DECISION [DEFERRED FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING] 
 

 The following items had been deferred for decision from the previous meeting: 
 
 62.1  SUB-COMMITTEES 
 

 At the Annual Meeting in May, it had been agreed that the following Sub-Committees be 
established:  
 

 Finance  ] For convenience, Finance and Grants had been combined into 

 Grants    ] one Sub-Committee 

 Complaints  

 Communications 
 

The Parish Council was now invited to approve the Terms of Reference and to appoint 
Members to each Sub-Committee: 
 
RESOLVED: (a) That the Terms of Reference for the (i) Finance/Grants; (ii) Complaints); and 
(iii) Communications Sub-Committees be approved;  
 
(b) That it be noted that four Members be appointed to each Sub-Committee; and  
 
(c) That Members be appointed to each as follows:  
 
 Finance and Grants: Councillors S Clough, J Hillman and K Nord (one vacancy)  
Communications: Councillors S Gwinn-Freemantle, M Docker, J Hillman and  

 R Samra 
Complaints:                    Councillors S Gwinn-Freemantle, K Nord and R Samra (one vacancy) 
 

 (NOTE:  AT THIS POINT IN THE PROCEEDINGS, COUNCILLOR S CLOUGH WITHDREW FROM THE 

MEETING.) 
 

62.2  PUBLIC DEBATE – 17 MAY 2012 
 

 62.2.1 The Public Debate on 17 May 2012 had been well-attended with over 50 residents in 
attendance. Some of the issues raised at the debate were addressed by the Parish Council on 
7 June.  In view of the success, it was suggested that the next Public Debate be held on 20 
September at Pear Tree School; the hall had been booked for the event and a draft agenda 
was attached for consideration. 

 
RESOLVED: (a) That the next Public Debate be held on 20 September 2012 at Pear Tree 
School; and 
 

(b) That the draft agenda be approved, with the proviso that additional items could be included 
nearer to the date.  

 
62.2.2 The only issues to consider were the following two matters:  

   
 Housing developments:  

 
The Parish Council had been asked to consider employing an independent traffic 
consultant to carry out a traffic impact assessment.  The Clerk had made initial enquiries and 
had received information from one company which indicated that the work would cost 
approximately £1,200 plus vat and would include the following – 
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.  
 
 

 Site meeting and inspection of the surrounding highway network; 

 Detailed examination of the transport studies submitted with the 
planning application; 

 Preparation of a letter-type report outlining any transport and highway 
issues relating to the proposed development. 

 
RESOLVED: (a) That initial steps be taken to produce a map/plan of the area to be 
reviewed;  
 

(b) That any assessment be carried out later in the year (avoiding the Summer period); and 
 

(c) That a more detailed discussion be held at the August meeting.  
 

 Advertisements in newsletter:  
 

Members discussed whether future editions of the newsletter should carry advertisements of 
local companies.  The Parish Council considered that, initially, the website could carry local 
advertisements but this would require further investigation of the cost and income implications, 
a matter for the Communications Sub-Committee.  

 
63 NEW CODE OF CONDUCT  

(The Relevant Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012) 
 

The Standards regime in England was being abolished.  Under the new provisions of the 
Localism Act 2011, town and parish councils must adopt a code of conduct (with effect from 1 
July 2012) dealing with the standards of conduct expected of their Members. 
 

To comply with the new law, town and parish councils in Cheshire East may prepare their 
own code or adopt the code which had been adopted by Cheshire East Council (CEC) 
Standards Committee on 18 June 2012, a decision which was expected to be ratified at the 
next full Council meeting. CEC and the Cheshire Association of Local Councils had worked 
together to produce a code of conduct which could be applied across the whole of the 
borough in the interests of consistency.   
 

The Parish Council was invited to adopt the CEC code.  
 
RESOLVED: That, with effect from the date of the coming into force of Section 27 
of the Localism Act 2011, the code of conduct adopted by Cheshire East Borough 
Council be adopted as this Council’s code of conduct, on the basis that references in 
the code to Cheshire East Borough Council‘s register are to this Council’s register. 
 

64 NEWSLETTER  
 

 Arrangements for publication of the next newsletter would be dealt with by the 
Communications Sub-Committee. 

 
65 POLICE MATTERS 
 

 Councillor Clough had received reports from residents about problems caused by cars being 
parked on the footway on Clonners Field. 

 

S.137 of the Highways Act 1980 stated that it was an offence to obstruct the free passage of 
the highways. However, obstruction by a motor vehicle, parked on a footway, was dealt with 
by the Police and not the Borough Council which had no jurisdiction over this type of offence.  
It was AGREED that this be raised at the next Police Cluster meeting.  
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In the absence of PCSO N Jarvis the Parish Council proceeded to its next business.  
 
66 LAND AT TALBOT WAY 
 

 Councillor Hillman reported on her inspection of the land at Talbot Way. 
 
67 FEEDBACK FROM REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED TO OUTSIDE BODIES 
 
 67.1 Members reported activities in respect of the following outside bodies: 
 

 Nantwich LAP (Transport Group)   M Docker   

 Cheshire Association of Local Councils   C Jones (for S Clough) 
 

Notes of the Area Meeting held on 28 June 2012 were submitted for information. 
 

67.2 Wybunbury United Charities          
 

Councillor Docker’s report from the AGM of Wybunbury United Charities was submitted. The 
Parish Council was asked to approve the recommendation that Keith Lawrence and Michael 
Docker be appointed to the organisation. 
 
RESOLVED:  That Keith Lawrence and Michael Docker be appointed as Administering 
Trustees of Wybunbury United Charities for the period to 30 June 2013.  

 
 (NOTE:  AT THIS POINT IN THE PROCEEDINGS, COUNCILLOR M GALT JOINED THE MEETING.) 
 
68  FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

 68.1 Authorisation of Payments 
 
 RESOLVED:  That the following payments be authorised: 
  

£73.60 HMRC – Tax in respect of the Clerk’s salary 
£210.00 Jof’s Mowing [formerly trading as “Jim’s Mowing”] (Invoice #0512) – 

Maintenance of Talbot Way – March – May 2012 
£84.58  The Bench 504 – 12 cans of paint for the “dog-stencilling” project 
£114.10  Cheshire East Council (CEC) – Use of Pear Tree School for meetings held on 

3 and 17 May 2012 

 In approving the payment of £114.10 it was noted that the Cheshire Association of Local 
Councils had advised that in accordance with S.134 of the Local Government Act 1972 a 
Parish Council was entitled to the use, free of charge, of rooms in schools which were 
maintained by the local education authority. This use was restricted to circumstances 
where the Parish Council did not have a suitable public room vested (ie. held completely, 
permanently and inalienably) in the Parish Council which could be used free of charge; 
that was the situation in Stapeley.  The Clerk had contacted the Head Teacher who had, in 
turn, sought legal advice from CEC which had stated that additional costs incurred by use of 
the room must be met by the Parish Council. The Head Teacher had calculated that the costs 
were in excess of the £114.10 being charged.  

69 PLANNING 
 

 69.1 Planning Applications for Consultation  
 

 The Parish Council was invited to support, object or decline to make observations on the 
following applications:  
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 12/1976N – 78 Broad Lane, Stapeley – Removal of 4.5 mm of hedging to make 
vehicular access to property with hard-standing for a car.  
 

RESOLVED: That the Planning Authority be asked to ensure that there was an adequate 
visibility splay from the development onto Broad Lane as this was an ‘A’ Road. 
 

 12/2186N – Land adjacent 40 Broad Lane, Stapeley – construction of a special- 
needs bungalow for Markden City Homes Ltd. (housing association) 
 

 RESOLVED:  That the following observations be submitted to the Planning Authority – 
 

The proposed building was two-storeys but the application stated that it was intended as a 
special-needs bungalow. There was no access to upstairs other than by means of a staircase 
and this appeared to be inconsistent with the proposed use.  
 

 69.2 Demolition of 116 London Road 
 

 No. 116 London Road had been demolished without prior notification application under the 
Town and Country Planning Act; however, consent was granted under the Building Act. 

 

 A site visit had been made by an Enforcement Officer who had spoken to the owner’s 
representative. CEC was now writing to the owner requesting that a retrospective application 
be submitted.  It was noted that had the owner followed the correct procedure, the Parish 
Council would not have been consulted because it would have been a prior notification 
rather than a planning application.  Now that events had changed, the prior notification 
procedure could not be used as the development had started.  

 
70 WEBSITE RE-DESIGN  
 

Councillors Hillman and Samra updated the Parish Council in respect of their work on the 
re-design of the website and demonstrated the new design. Councillor Hillman undertook to 
prepare a specification for issue by the Clerk to three potential providers. The quotations 
would be considered by the Parish Council at its August meeting, with a view to letting the 
contract on 1 October 2012.  
 
 
 
 

 
NOTE:  In view of the late hour, the following eight items were deferred to the next meeting. 

 
1 WEBSITE – News Items  

 
2 MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS 
 

 Vandalism to the Community Hall 

 Neglected appearance of the Cronkinson estate, in particular the area in the vicinity 
of Hawksey Drive 

 Ownership of land in the vicinity of the railway/Hawksey Drive 
 

3 SPEED WATCH SCHEME  
 

4 UPDATE ON PARISH PLAN IMPLEMENTATION GROUP  
 [STAPELEY PARISH ACTION GROUP – SPAG] 
 

5 RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS STATEMENT – 1 APRIL – 30 JUNE 2012 
 
6 CORRESPONDENCE 
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Part 2 Items 
   
7 LEASE FOR THE COMMUNITY HALL 
 
8 STAFFING MATTER – REVIEW OF CONTRACTED HOURS FOR CLERK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 

...........................................Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 8.30 pm and concluded at 11.00 pm 

 

 


