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MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF STAPELEY & DISTRICT PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD AT BROAD LANE METHODIST CHAPEL, NANTWICH 

ON 20 APRIL 2011  
 

PRESENT:  Councillor K Lawrence  Chair 
   Councillor S Gwinn-Freemantle Vice-Chair 
 
   Councillor M Docker  Councillor R Morton 

Councillor  K Nord  Councillor R Samra   
Councillor R Walker 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: Mr P Groves   Candidate for the Borough Council elections 
   Borough Councillor A Martin    
 
 
 
183 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
 
 No declarations of interest were made.  
 
184 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  
 
 There were no questions from members of the public and the Parish Council 

proceeded to its next business.  
 
185 COMMUNITY HALL 
 

Following receipt of information by e-mail, the Parish Council was now invited to 
consider the proposed Heads of Terms, issued by Cheshire East Council, which 
would enable the Parish Council to lease for one year “the facility” at the community 
hall on the Cronkinson site.  The rent would be £1 per annum, exclusive of rates and 
taxes and would be contracted under the Landlord and Tenant Act 1954 Part 2.  

 
 The Assets Manager, Cheshire East Council, had asked for comments on the Heads 

of Terms as soon as possible to enable the Borough Council to be able to take the 
project forward.  

 
 The Chief Executive of Cheshire East Council had expressed the hope that the 

transfer be effected with minimum delay.  The transfer could not take place without 
the written consent of the Parish Council.  

 
 In addition to any other matters which Members may raise, the Parish Council was 

invited to consider the following – 
 

a) Comment/approve the Heads of Terms. 
b) Note that the lease was for one-year only;  the Parish Council had set aside 

£20,000 for the running of the community hall in the event of operational costs 
exceeding income.  

c) Ask the Clerk to instruct a local solicitor to act on the Parish Council’s behalf 
in this matter, although it was noted that the fee for such work was unknown 
at this stage.  

d) Development of questions for Cheshire East Council based on concerns 
previously expressed and any additional matters which may be raised at the 
meeting itself.  
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Following a full discussion, it was – 
 
RESOLVED:  
 
(a) That Cheshire East Council be informed that the Heads of Terms were 

acceptable, in principle, subject to the receipt of independent legal advice and 
the receipt of responses to the following comments and questions – 
 
6 & 7 Confirmation of the end date of the defects liability period. 
 
9  Buildings insurance and rates and taxes.  The Parish Council to be 

assured that this would be from the date of occupation of the premises 
(or signing of the lease) and not retrospective.  

 
16 How could the Parish Council ensure that it was fully au fait with 

existing planning permissions? 
 
 What comprised the “statutory and legal obligations”? 
 
18 What was defined as “nuisance”? 
 
19 “....no alcohol sold or stored on the site without the prior written 

consent of Cheshire East Council.” 
 
 The Parish Council would expect that this should be “consent not to be 

unreasonably withheld”. 
 

There were some concerns about this as the restriction would 
seriously diminish the ability to hire out the premises for certain events.  
However, Members accepted that without a licence, restrictions were 
unavoidable. 
 

20 Would the Borough Council be willing to make a contribution to the 
unknown legal costs. 

 
21 The relevant period of the Heads of Terms was suggested as 3-

months from 6 April 2012.  Clarification of the start date was required.  
 

(b) That the Clerk be authorised to contact three local solicitors to seek quotations 
(fixed price if possible) for the review and commentary of the lease; 
 

(c) That the Assets Manager (Cheshire East Council) be asked to provide the 
lease as soon as reasonably practicable, and by electronic means if possible; 
and 

 
(d) That the lease be submitted to the May meeting for consideration.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
................................................Chairman 


