
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE COMMUNICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE 

 

(a Sub-Committee of Stapeley & District Parish Council)  

 

 

PRESENT:  Councillor M Docker  Councillor S Gwinn-Freemantle 

Councillor J Hillman  Councillor R Samra 

 

 

1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 

 RESOLVED:  That Councillor J Hillman be elected Chairman of the Sub-Committee to serve 
for the remainder of the Municipal Year.  

 

2 TERMS OF REFERENCE 
 

 The Terms of Reference for the Sub-Committee, which had been approved at the meeting held 
on 5 July 2012, were submitted for information. 
 

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
 

Members were invited to declare any personal or prejudicial interest which they had in any item 
of business on the agenda, the nature of that interest, and, if necessary, to leave the meeting 
prior to the discussion of that item.  
 

No declarations were made.  
 

4 NEWSLETTER 
 

 Members discussed the following in respect of the next newsletter: 
 

4.1 Articles 
 
The following were agreed, in no particular order. The Clerk would organise the articles and 
produce a draft for consideration by the Sub-Committee.  

 
Item 
 

Notes Author 

Wall-hanging (Stapeley Broad Lane 
School)  
 

 S Gwinn-Freemantle 

Website re-design including “screen-
dump” 
 

 J Hillman  

Pear Tree School activities  The Clerk to consult with 
Councillor M Galt who was on the 
PTA of Pear Tree School  
 

C Jones  

Stapeley Broad Lane School 
activities 
 

 R Samra 

Community Hall update 
 

 C Jones 

Strategy for Nantwich (Town Plan) The Clerk to consult with 
Councillor K Nord who attended 
the Nantwich Town Council group 
meetings 

C Jones 

Traffic Impact Assessment 
 
 

 C Jones 
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Item 
 

Notes Author 

Dog-stencilling day Report after the next event.  J 
Hillman/R Samra and M Docker 
agreed to carry out another “Dog-
stencilling” day. 
Information to be provided to the 
Clerk. 
 

C Jones 

Report on newly-co-opted Members 
S Clough and P Groves 
 

 C Jones  

Planning in the area generally Possibly include the list of 
concerns expressed on 15 
September 2011 as part of the 
LDF process. 
 

A decision on this article would be 
taken after the PC meeting on 2 
August 2012. 
 

C Jones  

Public Debate  Report on success of 17 May 
debate and include the date of the 
next debate (20 September) with 
a caveat in the event of delays in 
delivery of the newsletter.  
 

C Jones  

“Bubble” items  
 

 Don’t leave windows open in 
the Summer  

 Plea to pavement-hoggers  

 A copy of the newsletter is 
also on the website 
 

 
 
Suggestion by the Police 
 
Suggestion by the Police 
 

C Jones  

 
4.2 Date of Publication/Timeline 
 

All articles to be submitted to the Clerk by 10 August, with a view to the draft newsletter being 
issued to Johnsons Printers for a first/final draft by 17 August with a print deadline of Friday 7 
September to enable distribution of the newsletter on or around 10 September.  The print dates 
and delivery dates would be subject to the availability of the printers’ scheduling and the 
distributors’ availability; the Parish Council would need to maintain its own timeline.  
 
4.3 Method of Distribution  
 

The Sub-Committee was invited to consider revising the method of distribution.  At present, 
the newsletter was distributed to each household in the parish, at a cost of approximately 
£200 per delivery.  An alternative method could be for the newsletter to be published on the 
website only, with fewer copies being printed to be made available for residents who did not 
have Internet access. The main flaw with this method was the means by which to notify 
residents without Internet access that a newsletter was available.  

Members considered that for the time being, the current method of distributing via Doormat 
Delivery be retained.  In due course, with the re-design of the website, it would be possible for 
residents to log-on and receive e-mail alerts when the newsletter was published.  

Councillor M Docker undertook to hand-deliver the newsletter to areas of Broad Lane/Mill Lane 
which had apparently not received the last newsletter. He was not available for the next 
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delivery and it was agreed that he provide a list of addresses to the Clerk who would post these 
by Royal Mail.  During discussion, the Clerk reported that she had posted copies of the last 
newsletter by Royal Mail to each of the dwellings on Mill Lane.  A local resident who had 
followed this up stated that none of the dwellings had received it.  It was not possible to take 
this up with Royal Mail in the absence of proof of posting.  

 
5 COMMUNICATIONS WITH RESIDENTS OF THE PARISH 
 

 The Parish Council communicated with its residents via the website, the parish newsletter, public 
debates and agendas for Parish Council meetings.   

The Sub-Committee was invited to consider how effective that communication was and whether 
this could be improved to ensure that residents received “the message”, whatever that message 
was;  in particular, in respect of planning in general and more specifically the proposed housing 
developments in Stapeley and surrounding area.  

Members considered that, on balance, the Parish Council was doing all it could to engage with 
local residents and feed-back from the last meeting had been positive.  The Chairman had allowed 
public question time to be extended to 30 minutes to permit all those in attendance to address the 
Parish Council.  

6 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 

 The next meeting would be held on either 13, 14 or 16 August, commencing at 8.00 pm, 
dependent on availability of the Chapel.  The purpose of the meeting would be to finalise the 
contents of the newsletter with the aim of distributing by 10 September 2012. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The meeting commenced at 7.00 pm and concluded at 8.30 pm 


