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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND GRANTS SUB-COMMITTEE 

(a Sub-Committee of Stapeley & District Parish Council)  

 

 

PRESENT:      Councillor S Clough               Councillor J Hillman   

     Councillor S Gwinn-Freemantle Councillor K Nord 

 

 

1 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 
 

 RESOLVED:  That Councillor K Nord be elected Chairman of the Sub-Committee to serve for 
the remainder of the Municipal Year.  

 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 

 Councillors Clough, Gwinn-Freemantle and Nord each had a disclosable pecuniary interest 
in agenda item 7 (Draft Budget Proposals – 2013-2014) and had been granted a 
dispensation at the Parish Council meeting held earlier in the evening.  Councillor Hillman 
was exempt from the requirement to request a dispensation on the grounds that she did not 
live within the parish and had no personal or business interests in the parish which amounted 
to a disclosable pecuniary interest.  
 

3 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  
 

There were no members of the public in attendance.  
 

4 DISPENSATIONS AND THE PRECEPT  
 

The procedure for dealing with requests for a dispensation had been agreed at the Parish 
Council meeting held earlier in the evening and was noted:  
 
(a)  All written requests for a dispensation to be submitted to the Clerk; 
 

(b)  The Clerk to report all written requests to the first available Parish Council meeting; 
and 

 

(c)  The Parish Council to consider all Members’ written requests for a dispensation and 
make a determination as to whether they should be granted.  

  
5 TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE SUB-COMMITTEE 

 

The Sub-Committee noted the Terms of Reference for the Sub-Committee.   
 

6 BUDGET PROPOSALS – 2013-2014 
 

Members were invited to give initial consideration to the budget proposals for 2013-2014, with 
a view to making recommendations to the Parish Council at its December 2012 meeting.  The 
Clerk’s report was submitted together with draft proposals showing the budget for 2012-2013, 
the spend to 30 September 2012 and revised estimates to 31 March 2013.  
 

The following amendments were made:  
 

Lines 23-27 Community Hall 
 

Proposed Community Hall expenditure:  It was expected that £5,000 of the £20,000 allocated 
would be spent during the current financial year. An allocation of £15,000 had been included 
for 2013-2014. 
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Line 25 (Hearing Loops) (Community Hall)     
Line 27 (CCTV) (Community Hall) 
 
As the lease was for one year only, it was expected that this funding would not be spent until 
towards the end of 2013 when the situation regarding a new lease became clear.  

     
Line 28: Trim Trail Stapeley Parish Action Group (SPAG) request 
Line 29: Transport  
 

These two schemes had been put forward by SPAG. It was important for the Parish Council 
to be made aware of the detail of each scheme and SPAG would need to show clearly how 
each scheme would give benefit to the local community.  Any grant made would be made in 
accordance with the Parish Council’s Grants Policy and following submission of a grant 
application form at the appropriate time. 
 

The Clerk was asked to invite a representative of SPAG to the Parish Council meeting on 6 
December to give further information about each of the schemes, in particular, scheme 28 as 
this required funding of £5,500 in the year 2014-2015.  
 
Line 38: Grounds maintenance including   Funding to be a combined 

Land at Talbot Way                             £3,000  
 
Line 39:  Website Development           Increase to £1,300 
 
 
The following were added to the proposals: 
 
Line 33 Technical support and advice for potential developments  £5,000 
 
 
The following were deleted: 
 
Line 35: Christmas decorations      £5,000 
Line 37: On-the-Street Sports Programme    £1,500 
 
 
RESOLVED: (a) That the Clerk revise the report taking into account amendments suggested 
at the meeting, re-calculating the proposals and providing a variance explanation/analysis for 
the Parish Council to explain the reasons for the under-spend in the year 2012-2013; and 
 

(b) That the Parish Council be asked to accept the Sub-Committee’s recommendations.   
 

7 REVIEW OF SCHEME OF MEMBERS’ ALLOWANCES  
 

In December 2008, the Parish Council approved a Scheme of Members’ Allowances.  This was 
a quadrennial scheme and was due to come to an end in December 2012. The Sub-Committee 
was asked to review the scheme and to make recommendations to the Parish Council.  
 

There were two different types of payment which could be made to parish councillors: 

Allowances:  This was a set sum to cover the expenses of office and in the event of an 
allowance being paid, such items as stationery and travel were covered; no separate claim 
could be made. The allowance was intended to be sufficient to cover a parish councillor’s 
estimated expenditure in any one year.  

Expenses: These were payable as and when required. They could cover travel, stationery and 
other expenses associated with the duties of a parish councillor.  In these circumstances, a list 
of appropriate claimable expenses was required to ensure a consistency of approach.  
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The Clerk was of the view that a Scheme of Members’ Allowances was not appropriate as all 
Members had declined to take an allowance, but had requested that expenses be paid to them 
as and when appropriate.   
 

A new scheme, namely a “Scheme of Members Expenses” was submitted and the Sub-
Committee was recommended to adopt it. 
 
RESOLVED: That the Scheme of Members Expenses be adopted with immediate effect for a 
four-year period.  
 
 

 
 

 

 
The meeting commenced at 7.40 pm and concluded at 8.45 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


